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Ceremony  
will star 
California 
governor

BY ANN HARDIE 

Guirdex Massé could not 
travel to Haiti to help his 
fellow countrymen following 
the devastating Jan. 12 
earthquake. As it turns out, he 
is being extremely helpful from 
right here.

The Emory student is among 
a group of Haitian Creole-
speaking Emory volunteers 

serving as interpreters 
for the American Red 
Cross’ Atlanta chapter. The 
humanitarian organization is 
assisting caregivers who have 
accompanied seriously injured 
Haitians evacuated to Atlanta 
area hospitals for medical care.

“It is very hard to see the 
earthquake happen and not to 
be able to do something about 
it. This has allowed some of us 

to contribute in a small way,” 
says Massé, a doctoral student 
in English who has worked 
multiple shifts since Emory 
began supplying the Red Cross 
with interpreters on Feb. 8.

Having the interpreters is a 
very big deal to the Red Cross 
that needs to communicate with 
caregivers about everything 
from how to use a credit card to 
how to use MARTA. Manning 

four-hour shifts at the Red 
Cross headquarters on Monroe 
Drive, the interpreters are the 
conduits between Red Cross 
caseworkers on one end of the 
telephone and hospital social 
workers and Haitian caregivers 
on the other.    

“It helps a lot when the 
families have a native speaker 

BY BEVERLY CLARK

California Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger will deliver 
the keynote address at Emory’s 
165th Commencement ceremo-
ny Monday, May 10. He will 
receive an honorary doctor of 
laws degree. 

“Gov. Arnold Schwarz-
enegger’s achievements in ath-
letics, film and politics have 
made him a household name 
throughout America and the 
world. His career in public 
service and his commitments 
to inner-city youth and sus-
tainable energy resonate with 
the strategic vision of Emory 
University. The governor’s rise 
from modest circumstances 
through hard work and study 
offers an exemplary ethic for 
graduating seniors,” says 
President Jim Wagner, who will 
preside over the ceremony for 
about 3,600 graduates.   

Four other individuals 
also will be recognized dur-
ing Commencement with 
honorary degrees: Donald M. 
Berwick, president and CEO 
of the Institute for Healthcare 
Improvement, and one of the 
nation’s leading authorities 
on health care quality and 
improvement, who will receive 
a doctor of science degree; 
award-winning author Melissa 
Fay Greene, who will receive a 
doctor of letters degree; Joseph 
Lowery, longtime civil rights 
leader, who will receive a doctor 
of divinity degree; and former 
World Bank president James 
D. Wolfensohn, chairman of 
Wolfensohn & Company LLC, 
who will receive a doctor of 
humane letters degree.

Schwarzenegger is serving 
his second term as governor 
of California after being first 
elected in the state’s historic 
2003 recall election. Among his 
accomplishments in his first six 
years in office is the passage 
of the nation-leading Global 
Warming Solutions Act of 2006, 
a bipartisan agreement to com-
bat global warming by reduc-
ing California’s greenhouse 
gas emissions. Schwarzenegger 
also has worked to make major 
investments in improving 
California’s aging infrastruc-
ture through his Strategic 
Growth Plan, helping to reduce 
traffic congestion and improve 

Interpreters give Haiti evacuees a voice

Please see COMMENCEMENT page 5

By MARY LOFTUS

Oversized photos of 
Distinguished Writer-in-
Residence Salman Rushdie as 
a child, a rising young author, 
and then a celebrity in his 
own right — hobnobbing with 
Scarlett Johansson, writing 
songs for Bono — line the walls 
of Emory’s Schatten Gallery, 
but Rushdie’s words, scribbled 
on sticky notes and reprinted 
from computer files, remain at 
the core of the exhibition. 

The celebrated author’s 
archives will open to the public 
for the first time on Friday, Feb. 
26. Like his archives, the com-
panion multimedia exhibit “A 
World Mapped by Stories: The 
Salman Rushdie Archive” will 
be a hybrid, mixing portions of 
his digital and paper materials 
throughout. 

Emory acquired Rushdie’s 
archive in 2006. Much of it 
was traditional paper materi-
al:  journals, drawings, typed 
manuscripts, notes scribbled  

on napkins. 
But, like many of his con-

temporaries, Rushdie — whose 
fourth novel, “The Satanic 
Verses,” earned him not only 
critical acclaim but also death 
threats from Islamists — wrote 
his later works and conduct-
ed most of the associated cor-
respondence and research on 
personal computers. Emory’s 
Manuscript, Archives, and 
Rare Book Library (MARBL) 
received not only 100 linear feet 
of his papers, but also 40,000 

files and 18 gigabytes of data 
on a Mac desktop, three Mac 
laptops, and an external hard 
drive.

 And, just like that, the 
University found itself in the 
forefront of a nascent field: 
the archiving of “born-digital” 
materials, with Rushdie’s com-
puters as case study number 
one. Much of his archival mate-
rial after the 1980s — including 

Rushdie archive in paper, pixels

Please see RUSHDIE page 4

Please see HAITI page 3

A multimedia exhibition of Salman Rushdie’s manuscripts, drawings, journals, photos and digital materials opens Feb. 26. SpECIal
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NEW ONLINE AT 
EMORY.EDU
www.carlos.emory.edu/
iSites

Become an armchair 
archaeologist with a new 
blog series from the Carlos 
museum. 

Follow the work of Emory 
faculty members and Carlos 
curators on iSites, as they lead 
archaeological digs in Egypt, 
Greece and Israel. The teams 
chronicle daily activity at the 
excavation sites in this series 
of blogs.

archaeologist and Carlos 
curator peter lacovara blogs 
from the site of malqata, 
Tutankhamun’s boyhood 
home, now through march 3. 
Follow his work daily on the 
imalqata iSite.

Or, explore the ancient 
island of Samothrace, home 
of one of the premier ancient 
Greek mystery cults, with 
art history professor Bonna 
Wescoat and her team that 
includes Emory students. learn 
about their work last summer 
on the iSamothrace iSites.

Excavations at Tell Halif, 
Israel, under the direction 
of professor of Biblical 
archaeology Oded Boroski, 
continue to uncover remains 
from the end of the 8th 
century BC, when the city – 
possibly biblical Rimmon – was 
destroyed. among the remains 
discovered were a pillared 
house with a large assemblage 
of storage jars, and a kitchen 
that included an oven and 
grinding implements. Check 
back to follow this season’s 
progress on the Tell Halif iSite 
blog. 

By LESLIE KING

Fun. It’s the word that defines a lot of what 
Abigail Joslin does in her life.

Exercise and keeping fit? She started doing 
circus aerials — “It’s a little bit like doing yoga 
but off the ground” — after reading the blog of 
a friend who’s an acrobat. “And she’d post these 
amazing videos that looked like so much fun.”

Her love of board games, card games and 
computer games? “I think they’re a lot of fun . . 
. This is a theme with me.”

Joslin, senior administrative assistant to 
the chair of family and community nursing in 
the School of Nursing, uses fun as a frame and 
motivator for her varied life. “That’s something 
I look for in all my activities,” she notes.

Joslin started training at Entanglement 
Circus Troupe in Lithonia because she wanted 
to perform more, getting beyond just the fitness 
aspect and into teaching. She’s just started 
teaching beginning trapeze and lyra, a form of 
aerials. 

Then there’s fun and games. She is in the 
process of starting up a nonprofit with a friend 
who’s a computer game developer designer. “It’s 
a mentoring and career development program 
for women getting into the computer video game 
industry,” Joslin says. 

It’s called Getting Girls in the Game.
“We have our first small group of mentors 

and mentees. The main goal is to help create 
a community that will enable these women to 
function in a very male-dominated industry,” 
she says.  “And it really is about building com-
munity as much as anything else.”

Joslin has been playing games “forever  
. . . I remember playing ‘Ghostbusters’ on a 
Commodore 64 in the early 80s,” and she’s cur-
rently enjoying playing “Everquest II” online. 

But she says, “I definitely take things seri-
ously and I take the work that I’m doing, with 
aerials and games and my job, seriously. I just 
don’t see why it needs to be exclusively a very 
grim, determinedly focused, serious thing. You 
can be all of that, and also make it enjoyable to 
be around and to do.”

Joslin, who studied Italian language and 
literature at Smith College, is thinking of get-
ting her MBA.  “I’m in the process of studying 
for the GMAT and applying to grad school. It’s 
pretty nerve-wracking, but one of the things I 
like about Emory is the opportunity for ongoing 
education,” she says. 

Joslin landed in Atlanta three years ago. “I 
was coming down from Boston and I was ready 
to be warm in winter,” says the New Hampshire 
native. “It’s been wonderful. I love hundred-
degree heat!

“I knew that I wanted to work at a university. 
It’s just such a wonderful environment to be in, 
especially the School of Nursing where there is 
a very strong core value of service and social 
responsibility.”

While she likes the people she works with, 
she’s not drawn to nursing herself because “I’m 
completely terrified of needles. I faint and I like 
my blood staying in my veins where it belongs.”

The way Joslin sees it, “Being at Emory has 
definitely exposed me to such a range and depth 
of subjects and expertise that, at best, I was 
only vaguely aware of. At the same time it has 
brought these topics much closer to home.”

The shortage of nurses is an example. “Being 
around nurses dealing with so many issues 
related to these topics makes it simultaneously 
feel much closer and bigger because there are so 
many more possibilities and dialogues going on 
all the time,” Joslin says.

One of the people she admires is her cur-
rent manager, Maureen Kelley, chair of the 
family and community nursing department in 
the nursing school. “I love working with her 
because she’s very honest, she’s very fair. I’ve 
really come to appreciate that and it’s wonder-
ful to be working with a manager I actively like 
and respect.” 

Joslin adds, “I’ve definitely learned a lot 
about nursing and the whole field of health care 
through her, which I’ve just never been exposed 
to beyond thinking ‘oh, God, what’s my insur-
ance going to cover,’ not fully appreciating the 
role that nurses play or health care in general.”

EMORY PROFILE abigail Joslin

Abigail Joslin, an administrative assistant in the School of Nursing, 
performs at the Alcove Gallery in Avondale.

Trapeze artist frames life in fun
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Colin Bragg and Lucas Church  
have won Creative loafing kudos. 
Bragg and his ensemble, the 4th 
Ward afro-Klezmer Orchestra, was 
named critic’s pick as best local jazz 
act for Creative loafing’s Best of 
atlanta 2009 awards. Church took 
first place in the magazine’s 2010 
Fiction Contest with a short story 
called “Clothes lines.” 

Both are coordinators of 
program development for Emory 
University libraries.

Robert DeHaan published an 
article with Camille Goebel and 
aminata Umoja in the journal CBE-
life Science 
Education that 
was selected 
for two special 
honors: CBE-
lSE chose it for 
re-publication 
in their 
“Highlights of 
2009” issue; 
and the editors of the weekly 
magazine, Science, selected it for 
listing in the Dec. 18 issue, in their 
“Editor’s Choice” section, which 
covers highlights from the recent 
literature gathered from a wide 
variety of scientific  journals. 

 DeHaan is Charles Howard 
Candler professor of Cell Biology 
Emeritus and senior science advisor 
in the Division of Educational 
Studies.

Lisa Dillman was a finalist on 
the 2010 Best Translated Book 
award: Fiction 
longlist for her 
translation of  
“Op Oloop”  
by Juan Filloy. 

The list 
consists of the 
best books 
published 
in English 
translation.

Only titles that were published 
in English for the first time ever are 
eligible for this award, eliminating 
retranslations and reprints.

Dillman is senior lecturer in 
Spanish. 

Rick Luce, vice provost and 
director of Emory University 
libraries, was 
elected by the 
association 
of Research 
libraries (aRl) 
to the Scholarly 
publishing 
and academic 
Resources 
Coalition 
(SpaRC) steering committee board. 

Developed by aRl, SpaRC is an 
international alliance of academic 
and research libraries.

Stuart Zola has had his 
appointment renewed as senior 
research career 
scientist  by 
the U.S. 
Department 
of Veterans 
affairs. 

The 
seven-year 
appointment 
provides 
continuing support for Zola’s 
memory and amnesia research. at 
the atlanta Va medical Center.

Zola is Yerkes National primate 
Research Center director; a 
professor in the department of 
psychiatry and behavioral sciences; 
and co-director of the Emory 
alzheimer’s Disease Research 
Center.

HAITI: Interpreting a need

on the phone,” says Marilyn Self, 
manager of disaster readiness 
for the Atlanta Red Cross. 

“In addition to being terribly 
concerned about their loved 
ones, they have to figure out 
how to survive in a foreign 
country. They also have 
been traumatized — they’ve 
lost friends and family and 
businesses and homes.”

Since the earthquake, 
350 members of the Emory 
community have registered 
to serve as interpreters 
for Haitians evacuated to 
Atlanta. Of those, about 100 
speak Creole. To register as 
an interpreter, or for other 
volunteer opportunities, visit 
Emory’s Office of Critical  
Event Preparedness and 
Response’s clearinghouse of 
Haitian response and relief 
efforts at www.emory.edu/
home/CEPAR/haiti/response-
activities.html.

As of Feb. 14, Atlanta area 
hospitals had received 33 
Haitian patients, with Emory 
Healthcare treating four. 

The patients and their 
caregivers typically arrive on 
military planes around nine at 
night. Although the Red Cross 
walks caregivers through such 
details of how to find lodging 
and use a credit card, some 
are too exhausted and numb 
to retain the information.  

The interpreters help with 
follow-ups.

Although Haiti has two 
official languages, French and 
Creole, the Red Cross has found 
that it needs Creole speakers. 
French is taught in school, but 
most Haitians, particularly 
those from poor or working 
class families, primarily speak 
Creole.

“When you are under 
tremendous stress, it is 
much more comfortable to 
communicate in your native 
language,” Self says.

Massé is from a small 
town that was not hit by the 
earthquake. Caregivers find 
his native tongue soothing. 

“For the most part, we are 
trying to find out how the 

caregiver is faring,” Massé 
says. “That in itself must be 
reassuring because a lot of 
them have never been here 
before.”

He can’t help but be moved 
by some of the stories. One 
caregiver had accompanied 
her baby to Atlanta but had 
to leave her other two small 
children behind in Haiti.

Continued from the cover

Myrlenne Jeremie (left), who works at Emory University Hospital, volunteers as a  
translator at the American Red Cross. for Haitians navigating emergency assistance.

aNN BORDEN

By ERIC RANGUS

The University’s highest 
award for alumni service will 
be presented to a graduate of 
three Emory schools whose 
leadership on campus and off 
has benefited the community in 
myriad ways.

On March 18, the Emory 
Alumni Association will honor 
Tommy Owens ’59Ox-’61C-’65D 
with the J. Pollard Turman 
Alumni Service Award. Owens, 
a dentist from Atlanta, is 
the first graduate of Emory’s 
School of Dentistry to receive 
the Turman Award, which has 
been presented annually since 
1998.

Among his many volunteer 
leadership positions at the 
University, Owens has served on 
the Oxford Board of Counselors 
for more than 30 years, 
including a term as president. 
He also served as president of 
the Dental Alumni Association. 
Owens’ selfless work on behalf 
of his alma mater garnered 
him the Distinguished Oxford 
Alumni Award and the R. Carl 
Chandler Award, the latter 
presented in 2004 for a lifetime 
of service to Oxford College.

In 1989, Owens experienced 
a tragedy that changed his 
life and priorities. His older 
daughter, Leslie, died at the 
age of 24 from leukemia. Since 
then, Owens has dedicated 
himself to finding a cure 

through the Georgia Chapter of 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society’s Team in Training 
Program. He became the head 
coach for the chapter in 1992 
and has since trained 4,000 
runners and raised more than 
$23 million to fight blood 
cancers.

The award is named 
for J. Pollard Turman 
’34C-’36L-’73H, an influential 
humanitarian whose support of 
higher education and cultural 
organizations benef ited 
institutions throughout Georgia, 
and includes a $25,000 grant to 
Emory from the Tull Foundation, 
which Owens will designate.

Service award honors 
three-time alumnus

Tommy Owens SpECIal

Eight Emory professors, cited by their students as 
going above and beyond in their search for knowledge and 
involvement in the Emory community, earned the 11th 
annual Crystal Apple Awards in a Feb. 15 ceremony. 

The Residence Hall Association sponsors — and 
students present — this annual award for excellence in 

Students applaud 
excellent teachers

Excellence in Under-
graduate Seminar 
Education: Edna Bay, 
professor, Institute of the 
liberal arts

Excellence in Graduate 
Education/Instruction:
paul Kelleher, assistant 
professor of English

Excellence in Profess-
ional School Education/
Instruction: pat Kilgo, 
senior associate professor 
of biostatistics and 
bioinformatics

Excellence in Under-
graduate Business 
Education/Instruction: 
Brad Killaly, associate 
professor of organization and 
management 
 

Excellence in 
Undergraduate Large 
Lecture Education:
Donald livingston, professor 
of philosophy

Laura Jones Hardman 
Award for Excellence 
in Service to the Emory 
Community: Juan leon, 
assistant professor, Rollins 
School of public Health

William H. Fox Jr. Award 
for Emerging Excellence:
Tracy morkin, lecturer of 
chemistry

Excellence in 
Undergraduate Nursing 
Education/Instruction:
Jeannie Weston, clinical 
instructor, Nell Hodgson 
Woodruff School of Nursing

 —From Staff Reports

2010 Crystal Apple awardees:

CRYSTAL APPLE AWARDS
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TAKE NOTE
Hardship Fund fully
open for business

The launch of the Web site 
(www.emory.edu/hardship-
fund) for Emory’s new Hard-
ship Fund brings together the 
methods to donate and gets 
under way the effort toward 
raising the initial $15,000 that 
will provide grants to employ-
ees in need. 

Donations will count toward 
MyEmory, the University’s 
fundraising campaign for fac-
ulty, staff and retirees, as part 
of the campaign goal. Anyone 
can donate to this community 
fund via credit card or request 
to be billed. 

All regular full-time and 
part-time faculty and staff are 
eligible to apply. The new Web 
site provides the guidelines 
for applying for a grant for a 
financial hardship related to 
a catastrophic event beyond 
someone’s control and that 
threatens the ability to meet 
basic living expenses.

The program is being man-
aged through the WorkLife 
Resource Center staff.

Symposium covers 
progress on H1N1

International investigators 
will present the latest advanc-
es in studies of H1N1 influen-
za viral structure, replication, 
cell biology and pathogenesis 
at a symposium April 18-20.

The Emory-UGA Influenza 
Pathogenesis and Immunology 
Research Center (IPIRC) will 
host “Swine Origin H1N1 Vi-
rus: The First Pandemic of the 
21st Century” at the Emory 
Conference Center.

Anthony Fauci, director of 
the National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases 
at the National Institutes of 
Health, will give the keynote 
address. Rafi Ahmed, director 
of the Emory Vaccine Center, 
will present a special dinner 
lecture April 19 at the Fox 
Theatre.

Registration is open until 
March 15; a limited number of 
scholarships are available to 
graduate students. For more 
information, contact Tanya 
Cassingham at 404-727-3450 
or tcassin@emory.edu.

Emory cancer care 
gets accreditation

Emory University Hospital 
Midtown has been granted a 
three-year accreditation with 
commendation to the cancer 
services program from the 
Commission on Cancer of the 
American College of Surgeons.

The accreditation program 
sets quality-of-care standards 
for cancer programs and 
reviews the facilities to ensure 
they conform to those stan-
dards. 

The commendation is 
earned by demonstration of a 
full scope of cancer services, 
including cancer data man-
agement, clinical services, 
research, community outreach 
and quality improvement.  A 
multi-specialty team approach 
to care and access to informa-
tion on clinical trials, new 
treatment options and other 
cancer-related information are  
also part of the standards.

By DAVID PAYNE 

This summer, expect to see 
the early fruit of Emory’s labor 
when several dozen new fruit 
trees and berry bushes take 
root around campus.  The plants 
were purchased at a recent sale 
sponsored by Georgia Organics 
and the Atlanta Community 
Food Bank.  

“Emory’s support made an 
important contribution to the 
sale that benefits the Atlanta 
Local Food Initiative, of which 
Emory was a founding mem-
ber,” says Peggy Barlett, profes-
sor of anthropology and chair 

of Emory’s Sustainable Food 
Committee. “Edible landscapes 
are a growing part of the sus-
tainable food movement around 
the country. Many campuses 
and institutions have found 
fruit trees and shrubs offer 
seasonal beauty, support for 
wildlife, and nutritious food to 
enjoy.”  

The plantings are concen-
trated on Clairmont Campus at 
Dooley Drive, near the path to 
Lullwater Preserve, and adja-
cent to the sustainable gardens 
at the Depot and Cox Hall.  

“The Clairmont Campus site 
is well-traveled, plus residents 

live on that campus in the sum-
mer and can enjoy the fruit dur-
ing that growing season,” says 
Jimmy Powell, director of exte-
rior services and sustainabil-
ity for facilities management. 

“Plantings near the sustainable 
gardens were selected because 
they support the overall edu-
cational component of the gar-
dens.”  

Emory was able to purchase 
the dozen trees and two dozen 
shrubs as part of its annual 
replanting budget. The plant-
ings include apples, pears, figs, 
plums, blackberries, blueber-
ries and raspberries.

Fruit and berries to be just ripe on campus

daily calendars, virtual sticky 
notes, e-mail correspondence, 
and first drafts of novels — 
never existed on paper.

“We have darn close to his 
entire digital life up to 2006,” 
says Erika Farr ’04PhD, the 
libraries’ director of born-digital 
initiatives. 

Archivist Laura Carroll, 
among others at Emory 
Libraries, has been charged with 
making this interactive yet care-
fully preserved digital archive 
possible. Because Rushdie was 
highly organized in his virtual 
realm, he has made her job that 
much easier.

“He was explicit in file nam-
ing and structure,” Carroll says. 
“I don’t know what I’d have done 
if he had used just numbers.”

Software engineer Peter 
Hornsby, who extracted the data 
from Rushdie’s hard drives, felt 
it was crucial to emulate the 
author’s working environment, 
creating a perfect duplicate that 
researchers could explore while 
safeguarding the original: “The 
imprint of the writer’s person-
ality,” he says, “lies within his 
computer.”

While other universities 
have taken possession of digital 
archives, says Farr, almost none 
has attempted this full-immer-
sion experience. “We’re going 
to provide numerous points of 
access into Rushdie’s digital 
archive, including emulations of 
Rushdie’s computers and search-
able databases of files pulled off 
of his computers...”

Selections will be on display 

in the multimedia exhibit.
“There is a charm and integ-

rity to the more traditional 
exhibits — a respect for the arti-
fact, the paper,” says exhibition 
curator and Associate Professor 
of English Deepika Bahri. “But 
we wanted a multimedia exhibit 
that shows a similar respect 
for the new digital artifact. 
It’s about honoring what kind 
of material you now have and 
its intent. The emerging and 
the traditional forms coexist; I 
wanted to break down the hard 
line between the two.”

Having consulted with 
Rushdie on the exhibition, 
Bahri can vouch for him as a 
fully wired denizen. “Rushdie 
may not have been born digital, 
but he has been reborn digital,” 
she says. 

Arriving for his campus resi-
dency this week, Rushdie has 
proven very interested in how 
his archives will be presented. 
University librarians, archi-
vists, and legal experts have 
worked with him every step of 
the way to determine what can 
be released and what must be 
kept confidential — and for how 
long. 

As far as Rushdie’s archives, 
says Lisa Macklin, coordina-
tor of the libraries’ intellectual 
property rights office, “we have 
an agreement with him, which 
we’ve revised as time goes on…
Who among us knows what’s on 
their hard drive? We have to 
find a balance between protect-
ing his privacy and providing 
significant content to research-
ers who would find value from 
it.”

RUSHDIE: Opening 
up digital archives

Continued from the coverBy BECKY HERRING

The Emory College Center 
for Creativity & Arts offers 
project grants of up to $500 
for Emory College undergrad-
uate students, up to $1,000 
for Emory University gradu-
ate students and up to $1,500 
for Emory College faculty and 
staff. The grants support arts-
related projects and cultural 
activities that fall outside of 
the regular academic respon-
sibilities of individuals and 
departments.

Summer 2010 grant propos-
als are due Friday, March 26 at 
4 p.m. Application information 
can be found at www.creativity.
emory.edu. 

Highlights of the 17 project 
grants awarded this academic 
year: 

Visual Arts Department 
staff member Mary Catherine 
Johnson brought the exhibition 

“Dawoud Bey: Class Pictures” 
to the Emory Visual Arts 
Gallery through March 4. Peter 
Nguyen gives his senior honors 
recital in music composition 
on March 20. Eliana Marianes’ 
adaptation of “The Lover” is 
performed March 21-22. 

Philosophy professor 
Andrew Mitchell is present-
ing a Nietzsche and Wagner-
related performance project on 
April 8. Institute of Liberal 
Arts (ILA) student Joey Orr 
is presenting “Memory Flash,” 
a series of art interventions 
on April 3. Ugochukwu Nzewi, 
in the James T. Laney School 
of Graduate Studies (LGS), 
presents his exhibition “A 
View of Home from Abroad” in 

the Dobbs University Center 
Gallery from April 26 to May 
5.

Student Rebecca Cozad 
along with the capoeira dance 
group will host an event in 
March. Office of Residence Life 
& Housing staff member Austin 
Reynolds created a short film 

“Do Us Part,” the story of a 
couple in a fading marriage. 

LGS student Gabriel Andrés 
Eljaiek-Rodriguez developed a 
project involving the collec-
tion and display of memories. 
ILA student Brian Davis’ proj-
ect “Me in the Corner” is an 
autobiographical photo essay 
of the Georgia Mental Health 
Institute on Emory’s Briarcliff 
campus.  

ILA student Jere Alexander 
created embroidery that con-
fronts the issue of dog fighting. 
Rollins School of Public Health 
student Nessa Ryan’s project, 

“Mapping the Body, Mapping 
the World,” overlays sketches 
of the human body on aerial 
photographs. Biology professor 
Greg Orloff is developing a 
project that will use the arts 
to educate the public about 
cancer.

Dance professors George 
Staib and Greg Catellier re-
ceived support for their January 
concert, “The Dance Project.” 
LGS student Joe Madura pre-
sented a January film screen-
ing and symposium, “Queer 
Visibility.” Also in January, LGS 
student Amin Erfani presented 
the play “L’Acteur Scrifiant/
The Sacrificing Actor.” 

Full upcoming event details 
can be found at www.creativity.
emory.edu/events. 

Outside-the-box arts 
projects get grants

Rushdie’s computers are a case study in the nascent 
field of archiving “born-digital” materials.

KaY HINTONStudent Brian Davis used a CCA Project Grant for  
an autobiographical photo essay.  

BRIaN DaVIS
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The Office of Community and 

Diversity is dedicated to supporting 
and enhancing Emory’s commitment 
to diversity. By providing leadership, 
encouragement and guidance we hope 
to increase our institutional capacity for 
self-reflection, community building and 
pluralism. We work in partnership with 
individuals and departments across 
the campus to strengthen practices of 
access, equity and inclusion.

We support faculty, staff, students 
and alumni through a variety of 
programs. Projects for 2010 include:

We Are Emory: Our office recognized 
the hard work of so many of our peers 
and colleagues through the launch of 
the We Are Emory campaign and the 
100 Community Builders poster. To 
increase awareness of the initiative, 
our office participated in homecoming 
events, celebrated our community’s 

achievements through riveting 
speeches and performances at the We 
Are Emory reception in January, and 
worked with groups like the Office of 
Multicultural Programs and Services 
and Office of LGBT Life to coordinate 
displays of support around the Atlanta 
community. 

Engaging with Atlanta History: We 
are committed to enhancing awareness 
of the rich history of Atlanta and 
providing opportunities for the Emory 
community to engage with our city. 
Many offices have already laid a useful 
foundation for this work. For example, 
in partnership with the Office of 
University-Community Partnerships 
(OUCP), we started the Atlanta 101 
project, a series of programs that 
connect Emory and Atlanta history and 
resources. 

Community and Diversity Brochure: 
The brochure provides an overview of 
the Office of Community and Diversity. 
Inside is information about the 
Center for Women, Office of Disability 
Services, Office of Equal Opportunity 
Programs and OUCP. It lists resources 
for faculty, staff and students in every 
area of the University who endeavor 
to sustain and renew practices and 
policies that foster a more inclusive, fair 
and cohesive community. More than 
information-sharing, it showcases how 
these resources combine to facilitate 
access, strengthen equity and enhance 
inclusion.

Diversity Profile: Many may ask: “How 
diverse is Emory University?” We 
thought we would do our best to provide 
an answer. Our office is producing a 
comprehensive demographic census of 
our learning community — the first 

of its kind here at Emory. Given the 
dynamism of the University, the report 
examines year-by-year trends as well 
as data from the 2008–2009 academic 
period. Some of the information reflects 
trends across the entire University, 
while other data highlights individual 
schools and divisions. 

Diversity in the Classroom: We are 
currently compiling this resource guide 
to provide instructors with strategies 
for the creation of inclusive classrooms, 
where diverse groups of students have 
equal opportunity to succeed and are 
able to learn in a positive and productive 
environment regardless of difference. 
The guide includes useful articles and 
other resources. 

Henrico Norris is a project assistant and 
writer for the Office of Community and 
Diversity.

Many projects support mission for inclusion
REPORT FROM: Office of Community and Diversity

air quality. He established the Hydrogen 
Highway and Million Solar Roofs Plan, 
and under his leadership, California 
recently passed the Safe, Clean and 
Reliable Drinking Water Supply Act of 
2010. 

The world-famous athlete and actor 
was born in Austria in 1947, and at 
20 became the youngest person ever 
to win the Mr. Universe title. He came 
to America shortly after, winning an 

unprecedented 12 more world bodybuild-
ing titles. He earned a degree from the 
University of Wisconsin and became a 
U.S. citizen in 1983. Three years later 
he married broadcast journalist Maria 
Shriver. 

Schwarzenegger has been an advo-
cate for physical education and after-
school programs, and as governor, he has 
worked to increase funding for such pro-
grams. In 1990, former President George 
Bush appointed Schwarzenegger chair 
of the President’s Council on Physical 
Fitness and Sports. He also served 

as chair of the California Governor’s 
Council on Physical Fitness and Sports 
under Gov. Pete Wilson. Schwarzenegger 
and his wife have remained closely 
involved in Special Olympics, an orga-
nization founded by Shriver’s mother, 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver. Emory has had 
a longtime engagement with the Georgia 
Special Olympics, which the University 
has hosted annually on campus for more 
than 20 years.

Schwarzenegger’s accomplishments 
have earned him honors from a variety 
of organizations, including the Simon 

Wiesenthal Center’s “National Leadership 
Award” for his support of the organiza-
tion’s Holocaust studies. Schwarzenegger 
was the only actor to be in both cat-
egories of the American Film Institute’s 
Hundred Years of Heroes and Villains. 
In 2002, Schwarzenegger received the 
Muhammad Ali Humanitarian Award. 
Schwarzenegger currently holds honor-
ary doctorates from the University of 
Southern California and his alma mater, 
the University of Wisconsin-Superior.

Continued from the cover

COMMENCEMENT: Schwarzenegger to keynote

Do you have 
Atlanta’s

oldest furnace?
You may qualify to 
win a new furnace
and standard installation

valued at $3,500! 
Visit our website or call for registration details. 
Gift certificates awarded for second and third prizes.

404-963-9363
www.empirehvac.com

Don’t wait! Deadline Is March 10 

Newer furnace?Let us help you save moneywith a spring tune-up!Cannot be combined with any other discount offer. Limit one per customer.

empirehvac_Emory_oldestfurnace.indd   1 2/1/10   12:11:13 AM
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By QUINN EASTMAN 

A set of proteins found in our 
intestines called galectins can 
recognize and kill bacteria that 
have human blood type mol-
ecules on their surfaces, Emory 
scientists have discovered.

The results were published 
online Feb. 14 in the journal 
Nature Medicine.

Many immune cells have 
receptors that respond to mol-
ecules on the surfaces of bac-
teria — but these proteins are 
different because they recognize 
structures found on our own 
cells, says biochemist Richard 
Cummings. 

“It’s like having a platoon in 
an army whose sole purpose is 
to track down enemy soldiers 
that are wearing the home coun-
try’s uniforms,” he says.

Blood type comes from dif-
ferences in sugar molecules 

attached to proteins on red 
blood cells. If incompatible blood 
types are mixed, the antibodies 
from one person will make red 
blood cells from the other person 
clump together. But someone’s 
immune system usually doesn’t 
make antibodies to the sugar 
molecules on his or her own 
red blood cells. That creates a 
potential blind spot that bacte-
ria could exploit.

The Cummings laboratory’s 
discovery explains why bacteria 
can’t sneak past our immune 
systems by camouflaging them-
selves with blood type sugar 
molecules.

It may also explain why the 
human population has a diver-
sity of blood types; the galectins 
create a “protected space” for 
the diversity to flourish.

Bacteria-killing proteins 
cover blood blind spot

By HOLLY KORSCHUN

Emory scientists have led 
research on fragile X syndrome 
since it was first identified 
nearly three decades ago as the 
most common inherited cause of 
intellectual disability. In 1991, 
Emory human genetics chair 
Stephen Warren led a team that 
discovered the mutated gene on 
the X chromosome. Emory sci-
entists helped develop a screen-
ing test for fragile X and have 
been studying it ever since, but 
until now there has been no 
treatment.

Now after two decades, a 
possible treatment is in sight. 
Emory is participating, along 
with four other medical cen-
ters, in a Phase II clinical trial 
testing the first targeted drug 
therapy for fragile X syndrome. 

Fragile X syndrome affects 
approximately 1 in 4,000 males 

and 1 in 8,000 females in the 
United States, in addition to 
many more carriers of the muta-
tion. A premutation of the gene 
is present in 1 in 800 males and 
1 in 260 females. 

The randomized, double-
blind, placebo-controlled clini-
cal study is being conducted in 
32 adult participants, ages 18 
to 50, with fragile X syndrome. 
A second study will continue 
testing the most effective dose 
against a placebo in 28 partici-
pants. In addition to Emory, the 
study sites are Rush Medical 
Center, Indiana University 
Medical Center, Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center, and 
the University of California, 
Davis, Medical Center.

Warren and others have 
learned that the genetic muta-
tion inhibits the production of 
a protein, FMRP, which leads 
to the overproduction of certain 

signaling proteins in the brain. 
This results in the complex 
learning and behavior problems 
of fragile X syndrome.

“The increased activity of the 
signaling protein mGluR5 acts 
like a car that keeps driving 
without a brake,” says Emory 
geneticist Jeannie Visootsak, 
principal investigator of the 
study. “The drug we are testing 
is an mGluR5 antagonist, which 
puts a brake on the mGluR5 
activity and may improve learn-
ing and cognition. In mouse and 
fruit fly models, we were able 
to improve cognition with an 
mGluR5 antagonist.”

A phase I trial of the drug was 
conducted last year in adults 
without fragile X syndrome, and 
no serious adverse events were 
noted. The current trial will 
assess safety as well as efficacy.

The clinical trial is sponsored 
by Roche Pharmaceuticals.

Decades of fragile X research 
lead to targeted treatment trials

Biology may not be so complex after all
By CAROL CLARK

Centuries ago, scientists 
began reducing the physics of 
the universe into a few, key 
laws described by a handful 
of parameters. Such simple 
descriptions have remained elu-
sive for complex biological sys-
tems — until now.

Emory biophysicist Ilya 
Nemenman has identified 
parameters for several biochem-
ical networks that distill the 
entire behavior of these systems 
into simple equivalent dynam-
ics. The discovery may hold 
the potential to streamline the 
development of drugs and diag-
nostic tools, by simplifying the 
research models.

The resulting paper, now 
available online, will be pub-
lished in the March issue of 
Physical Biology.

“It appears that the details of 
the complexity of these biological 
systems don’t matter, as long as 
some aggregate property, which 
we’ve calculated, remains the 
same,” says Nemenman, asso-
ciate professor of physics and 
biology. He conducted the analy-
sis with Golan Bel and Brian 
Munsky of the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory. 

The simplicity of the discov-
ery makes it “a beautiful result,” 
Nemenman says. “We hope that 
this theoretical finding will also 
have practical applications.”

He cites the air molecules 
moving about his office: “All of 
the crazy interactions of these 
molecules hitting each other 
boils down to a simple behav-
ior: An ideal gas law. You could 
take the painstaking route of 
studying the dynamics of every 
molecule, or you could simply 
measure the temperature, vol-
ume and pressure of the air in 
the room. The second method is 
clearly easier, and it gives you 
just as much information.”

Nemenman wanted to find 
similar parameters for the 
incredibly complex dynamics 

of cellular networks, involving 
hundreds, or even thousands, of 
variables among different inter-
acting molecules. Among the 
key questions: What determines 
which features in these net-
works are relevant? And if they 
have simple equivalent dynam-
ics, did nature choose to make 
them so complex in order to 
fulfill a specific biological func-
tion?  Or is the unnecessary 
complexity a “fossil record” of 
the evolutionary heritage?

For the Physical Biology 
paper, Nemenman and co-
authors investigated these ques-
tions in the context of a kinetic 

proofreading (KPR) scheme. 
KPR is the mechanism a cell 

uses for optimal quality con-
trol as it makes protein.  KPR 
was predicted during the 1970s 
and it applies to most cellular 
assembly processes. It involves 
hundreds of steps, and each step 
may have different parameters.

Nemenman and his col-
leagues wondered if the KPR 
scheme could be described more 
simply. “Our calculations con-
firmed that there is, in fact, a 
key aggregate rate,” he says. 
“The whole behavior of the 
system boils down to just one 
parameter.”

That means that, instead of 
painstakingly testing or mea-
suring every rate in the process, 
you can predict the error and 
completion rate of a system by 
looking at a single aggregate 
parameter.

Charted on a graph, the 
aggregate behavior appears as 
a straight line amid a tangle of 
curving ones. “The larger and 
more complex the system gets, 
the more the aggregate behav-
ior is visible,” Nemenman says. 
“The completion time gets sim-
pler and simpler as the system 
size goes up.”

Nemenman is now collabo-

rating with Emory theoretical 
biologist Rustom Antia, to see if 
the discovery can shed light on 
the processes of immune cells. 
In particular, they are interest-
ed in the malfunction of certain 
immune receptors involved in 
most allergic reactions. 

“We may be able to simplify 
the model for these immune 
receptors from about 3,000 steps 
to three steps,” Nemenman says.  
“You wouldn’t need a supercom-
puter to test different chemi-
cal compounds on the receptors, 
because you don’t need to simu-
late every single step — just the 
aggregate.”

Biophysicist llya Nemenman hopes that simple biochemical aggregates can streamline research for new drugs and 
diagnostic tools.

aNN BORDEN
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SOUNDBITES
Terrorism ideas 
turned inside out

philip Bobbitt told his audi-
ence in his Feb. 11 luminaries 
lecture his aim was “to try and 
insinuate just a few doubts in 
your mind about the idea of a 
war on terror.”

The expert on military 
strategy and constitutional 
law “came to believe that . . . 
we didn’t really have an idea 
about the war on terror. 

“Unless we have new ideas 
that are more sensitive to 
changes under way in the in-
ternational system, in warfare 
and in terrorism, we’ll not be 
able to cope with the threats 
that we can already see on the 
horizon.”

Bobbitt said, “preparedness 
is the best single step we can 
take to minimize the results of 
terrorist activities.”

—leslie King

Vatican astronomer 
on God and Galileo

Emory celebrated Gali-
leo’s birthday Feb. 15 with a 
talk by Vatican astronomer 
Brother Guy Consolmagno. He 
discussed the circumstances 
leading up to Galileo’s trial 
by the Catholic Church, for 
championing the idea of a sun-
centered solar system. 

Consolmagno said he does 
not see a conflict between his 
roles as a scientist and a cleric. 
“God invites me to play in the 
universe. He sets up a puzzle, 
and I play the game by solving 
the puzzle, and then he sets 
up another one.”

—Carol Clark

Diplomat outlines 
South Korea’s climb

Youngmin Kwon, former 
ambassador of the Republic of 
Korea, recounted his nation’s 
history of struggle in a Halle 
Institute talk, comparing Korea 
to a “lamb stalked by others. 
Never attacking others.” 

Korea has also been his-
torically “the middleman in 
the ongoing power struggle 
between China and Japan,” he 
said, describing how the coun-
try came under “total Japanese 
authority with Japan’s aim of 
turning every Korean into a 
second-class Japanese citizen.” 

The retired diplomat 
detailed Korea’s “strong 
diplomatic and economic ties 
as well as military ties” to the 
United States. 

about North Korea, Kwon 
said, “The South wishes a 
peaceful resolve will come very 
soon,” noting that though 
they are separated by different 
governments, “we are still the 
same people.”

—leslie King

FIRST PERSON 

Disability drives transformative journey

By MARTHA WISBEY

As a new member of the Emory com-
munity and the associate director of the 
Office of Disability Services, I return to 
this campus after 20 years. To integrate 
my understanding of where Emory was 
when I was a staff member in Campus 
Life, and where it is now, takes time. 
Listening to the stories of people who have 
been here for a long time, as well as people 
who have only been here a short time, and 
to the many student voices constantly in 
flux as they move in and out of the dif-
ferent places and spaces at Emory, I am 
gaining insight. I am sure only Dooley 
could capture what it is I am seeking to 
understand. 

At the start of my return tenure here, 
President Wagner spoke of an incom-
ing freshman he helped on move-in day. 
When he asked this new student about 
his decision to come to Emory, the student 
said that he had two major choices. After 
visiting both campuses and finding both 
impressively beautiful, with superb facili-
ties, great faculty and great students, the 
student found the other institution to be 
rather staid, almost complacent. 

At Emory, he felt a sense of an institu-
tion that was going somewhere, a com-
munity that was on the move; the faculty, 
staff and students had an evident enthu-
siasm for the future, a sense that they 
hadn’t yet arrived, and the student said 
he wanted to be a part of it. This com-
ment echoed strongly in my head, as this 
is what I experienced when I interviewed 
here for this new position. I was seeking 
to be a part of a place where change was 
welcome, and inclusion, access and excel-
lence were continual mile markers. 

As a person returning to Emory with 
a disability, I am reentering a place and 
seeing it from a different point of view. 
As my identity has changed through the 
years of educational and work experiences, 
as well as age and mobility changes, I am 
learning Emory has made just as many 
advances and transformations.

After leaving Emory in 1989, I complet-
ed a doctorate at the University of Georgia. 
My first professional position was serving 
as dean of students at Stephens College 
and although the work was good, I missed 
the South. I returned to teach at an 
institution in the South and during the 
first holiday break, I was driving home to 
Florida for the holidays and experienced 
a crash course in disability awareness — 
literally. The event I was involved in was 
a life-changing car accident that placed 
me in a hospital for three months with 
nine surgeries, a cardiac arrest, rehabili-
tation for two years, a wheelchair for one 
year, crutches for one year, and a cane 
for another year. It was a time that I will 
never forget.

First of all, I feel fortunate that I lived, 
and second, that I have the ability to share 
my experiences with others. For the first 
time in my life, I had to grasp what being 
visible as a person with a disability meant. 
Since it is not always an understood or 
accepted part of society, I was confronted 
with life on life’s terms. I experienced this 
incident as a time of great growth and a 
chance to embrace every “step” along the 
way.

Given the severity of the accident, I 
was supposed to lose both legs and never 
walk again, but a skilled doctor and many 
other health care professionals stood by 
me and assisted in my recovery and heal-
ing. This period of my life taught me what 
a commitment it is when a student seeks 
a health degree to serve in a profession 
that requires them to be at their best 
when a life-threatening trauma occurs. I 

thought I cognitively knew what they did, 
but through real-life experience, I lived 
it. I can only think of these persons as my 
life “angels.”

So, 20 years later I am back. I am 
definitely more insightful, stronger in a 
sense of self, and able to reflect on the 
changes that happened in my life. I know 
I am truly fortunate to work in the Office 
of Disability Services and to know advo-
cates and leaders who are inviting Emory 
to learn how disability matters. I know 
there is much education to be done and 
the concept of “we don’t know what we 
don’t know” exists within all of us. Since I 
have arrived in this role, I have found the 
commitment and passion, as well as the 
delivery of services, to be truly excellent 
in all ways.

I am not sharing this to be dramatic, or 
to seek sympathy, but to share my “first 

person” point of view as a person with a 
disability working on Emory’s campus. 
People do ask, “What happened to you?” 
By writing this story, I can share the 
overall gist of the accident and blend my 
new role as a contributing member of this 
community with who I am today. I hope 
we can continue to dialogue and learn 
about difference. I am confident that dis-
ability can be added to this discussion. I 
believe I have a lot to share with others 
and I appreciate the honesty and openness 
that I encounter with the faculty, staff, 
and students I have interacted with since 
arriving.

The fact is, “We are Emory.” We are 
working hard to make connections with 
others and stretch beyond our borders to 
impact society as a whole in our interac-
tions. I hope you will join me and many 
others in this journey.

martha Wisbey is associate director of the 
Office of Disability Services.

Martha Wisbey
KaY HINTON

FOR AN

AGING
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 We Can Help. 
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ADVANCE 
NOTICE
Dance, poetry  
features Rushdie

“Rhythms in Gold: Indian 
poetry of adornment” is the 
topic of an evening of readings 
and Indian dance monday, 
march 1, at 7 p.m. at the Car-
los museum Reception Hall.

Faculty members Sal-
man Rushdie, laurie patton, 
Joyce Flueckiger, Deepika 
Bahri, visiting scholar Velcheru 
Nayarana Rao, and Kuchipudi 
dancer Sasikala penumarthi will 
express the images of jewels 
and gold, and the sounds of 
jewelry found throughout 
Indian poetry. 

penumarthi will perform 
a dance called the 16 adorn-
ments or “Solah Shringar,” 
traditionally marked by the 16 
cosmetics and pieces of jewelry 
used by Indian brides.

The free program precedes 
the Carlos’ upcoming Indian 
jewelry exhibit, “When Gold 
Blossoms.”

For more information,  
contact Elizabeth Hornor  
at ehornor@emory.edu or  
404-727-6118.

Anthropologist/ 
Buddhist on dying

a lecture and book-signing 
by Joan Halifax will be mon-
day, march 1, at 4 p.m. in the 
School of Nursing.

The author, medical anthro-
pologist and Buddhist teacher 
will speak on “Reflections 
on Being with Dying,” after 
which she will sign copies of 
her book, “Being with Dying: 
Cultivating Compassion and 
Fearlessness in the presence of 
Death.”

Halifax, a Zen priest, has 
focused her work and practice 
on engaged Buddhism, with an 
emphasis on end-of-life care, 
programs for prisoners, and 
the environment. She serves 
on the board of the mind 
and life Institute, a nonprofit 
co-founded by His Holiness the 
XIV Dalai lama.

Her visit is cosponsored by 
the Emory Collaborative for 
Contemplative Studies, Center 
for Faculty Development and 
Excellence and the Hightower 
Fund.

For more information,  
contact Rachel Whitworth  
at rwhitwo@emory.edu or  
404-727-7070.

Lecture explores 
ancient Egypt’s art

University of Oxford profes-
sor John Baines presents “Who 
Were the artists in ancient 
Egypt and Whom Did They 
address?,” a free lecture spon-
sored by the art history depart-
ment on Thursday, march 4 at 
7 p.m. at the Carlos museum.

ancient Egyptian artworks 
were typically made by people 
of unknown name, for ex-
tremely small audiences. In this 
lecture Baines will discuss how 
the production of aesthetic ar-
tifacts, built spaces and events, 
many requiring vast resources, 
was a major social preoccupa-
tion. 

For more information, see 
www.arts.emory.edu. 

THIS WEEK’S
HIGHLIGHTS

MONDAY, Feb. 22
“Food, Pleasure and the 

Family Meal.” Carlo petrini, 
Slow Food movement; Joel 
Kimmons, CDC; and marshall 
Duke, Emory, presenting.  
4 p.m. 102 Center for Ethics. 
Free. 404-727-4015.

State of the Woodruff Health 
Sciences Center Address.  
Fred Sanfilippo, CEO,  
presenting. 4:30 p.m. 
WHSCaB auditorium. Free. 
evphafeedback@emory.edu.

TUESDAY, Feb. 23
TENENBAUM LECTURE:  

“Love and Longing:  
The Lives and Letters  
of Premodern European 
Jews.” Elisheva Carlebach, 
Columbia University, present-
ing. 7:30 p.m. Reception Hall, 
Carlos museum. Free.  
404-727-6301.

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 24
“Body and Soul: A Look at 

African-American Girls’ and 
Women’s Health.” Yvonne 
Green, presenting. Noon. 
Center for Women. Free.  
404-727-2001.

BODY ACCEPTANCE WEEK: 
Carnival. 4 p.m. Coke 
Commons, Dobbs Center. Free. 
carol.kelly@emory.edu.

THURSDAY, Feb. 25
BODY ACCEPTANCE WEEK:  

Panel Discussion. 5:30 p.m. 
208 White Hall. Free. jwelkle@
emory.edu.

POETRY READING: Denise 
Duhamel. 8 p.m. Few Hall 
multipurpose Room. Free.  
404-727-6223

FRIDAY, Feb. 26
SYMPOSIUM: “The Only 

Subject is Love.” Salman 
Rushdie, Chris Hitchens, Deepa 
mehta, presenting. 1 p.m. 
Schwartz Center. Free (tickets 
required). 404-727-5050. 

SATURDAY, Feb. 27
THEATER: “Out of Order.”  

3 p.m. 208 White Hall. $25; 
$15; $10. 678-523-8247.  
Also on Feb. 28. 

Red Cross Disaster Training 
Workshop. 8:45 a.m. Rollins 
School of public Health. Free. 
bebeave@emory.edu.

SUNDAY, Feb. 28
SHETH LECTURE: “Approaching 

Midnight.” Deepa mehta, 
director, presenting. 5 p.m. Tull 
auditorium, School of law. 
Free. 404-727-6635.

To see all campus events, 
visit the online Emory Events 
Calendar at www.emory.edu/
home/events.

By MARY CATHERINE JOHNSON

Earlier this month photographer Dawoud 
Bey came to campus for the opening of “Class 
Pictures,” his exhibition of poignant portraits of 
high school students, on view at the Visual Arts 
Gallery through March 4. This exhibition has 
traveled to prominent venues across the United 
States for the past two years, and its presence at 
Emory has catalyzed an ambitious collaboration 
between the Visual Arts Department and the 
Transforming Community Project (TCP).

Bey will spend a month at Emory this semes-
ter photographing widely around its campuses, 
creating portraits that reflect the diversity of 
the University community.  Commissioning Bey 
to create a public artwork for Emory celebrates 
the culmination of TCP’s five-year exploration 
of Emory’s historic and current experiences of 
race, gender, sexuality and other forms of human 
difference, and will signal the start of their next 
phase of development in the life of the University.

Bey’s residency will consist of two visits to 
campus, in March and May.  His intention is to 
make a series of double portraits in which he 
brings together two people from different stations 
within the University community.  Bey conceives 
of the process of photography itself as an occasion 
for exploration and discovery, in which new and 
surprising understandings can emerge from the 
meetings he inaugurates.

Bey acknowledges that one of his biggest 
challenges will be selecting a limited number 
of campus representatives from among the vast 
demographic that comprises the University and 
health care systems. That challenge is where the 
project comes to life for him. 

“I’m a bit of a subversive when it comes to choos-

ing subjects and making pairings,” he admits 
with a smile.  “I’m interested in people you don’t 
usually see in the university’s public profile, in 
celebrating the uncelebrated, in bringing people 
together who might not normally interact to see 
what happens. That’s where it gets interesting for 
me — where the presumptions about who people 
are disappear and a richer description comes out 
in the photographs.”

A Chicago-based artist with an international 
reputation, Bey has photographs in the collec-
tions of major institutions worldwide and has had 
his work exhibited at, among others, the Museum 
of Modern Art in New York and the National 
Portrait Gallery in London. The body of work 
he creates at Emory will become a part of the 
University’s public art collection. 

“My ultimate goal is for the project to be 
installed permanently in a prominent location 
on campus,” says Jason Francisco, chair of the 
Visual Arts Department.  “The photographs stand 
to make an important contribution to Emory’s 
vision of itself. The challenge they hold before us 
is precisely Bey’s sympathetic receptivity and the 
possibility of our own humanistic response.” 

photographer commissioned to  
create public art about Emory

Dawoud Bey at the opening of his “Class Pictures” exhibit at the Visual Arts Gallery SpECIal

Ready for your close-up?
all members of the Emory community are 

invited to be a part of an historic public art project 
on campus. photographer Dawoud Bey is seeking 
staff, faculty and students to sit for portraits and 
provide oral or written testimonies. Volunteers 
are also needed to assist Bey with the project. For 
more information contact mary Catherine Johnson 
at 404-712-4397 or mcjohn7@emory.edu.

Muhammad Yunus, winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 2006 for his work to reduce pover-
ty through microloans, will present the 2010 
Goodrich C. White Lecture on Wednesday, March 
3, at 7:30 p.m. in Glenn Memorial Auditorium. 

The lecture, titled “The University and 
Creating a World Without Poverty,” is free and 
open to the public, but tickets are required. 

Renowned as “banker to the poor,” Yunus was 
an economics professor in his native Bangladesh 
when he began making small personal loans to 
destitute basket weavers more than 30 years 
ago. From this humble beginning he developed 
Grameen Bank into the advance guard of a world 
movement to eradicate poverty through micro-
lending. 

Putting entrepreneurship at the service of 
society, he fostered the concept of the “social busi-
ness,” which he has used to develop health clinics, 
a nutrition program in collaboration with Dannon 
Yogurt, and the largest cell phone company in 
Bangladesh, all with the aim of helping people lift 
themselves out of poverty. 

Gary Hauk, deputy to the president and chair 
of the White Lectureship Committee, said that 
the committee had zeroed in on Yunus because 
his work and compelling message are likely to 
appeal to a broad spectrum of the University 
community. 

“Every generation has its inspirational leader 
of social transformation. In our day we are for-
tunate to have a person of Dr. Yunus’ insight, 
energy, and creative leadership addressing the 
vast problem of global poverty,” says Hauk.

Endowed by the DVS Senior Society, and 
cosponsored by the President’s Office, the White 
Lecture was established in memory of Emory’s 
14th president, a 1908 graduate of Emory College 
and later dean of the College and vice president 
of the University. White served as president from 
1942 until retiring in 1957. 

See emory.edu/events/tickets to order, or call 
404-712-7787 for more information.

 —From Staff Reports

Nobel Peace Prize winner  
to speak on microlending


