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digital  
literacy

Please see ECIT page 4

By Tania Dowdy

With the advent of blogging, 
podcasts and digital video, 
technology is changing the way 
we teach, learn and work. 

To help faculty, staff and 
students incorporate technol-
ogy in various projects, Emory’s 
Center for Interactive Teaching 
(ECIT) provides training work-
shops to build a digitally liter-
ate community.  

“It’s important to be good dig-
ital citizens,” says Wayne Morse, 
ECIT director, particularly to 
stay current on skill sets to 
engage the millennial genera-
tion of students.

The Center’s resources are 
available to all members of the 
University community. 

Please see Retirement page 4

By Margie fishman

Katherine Hinson knew it 
was time to see an investment 
counselor when she contemplated 
dipping into her retirement 
savings to fund a home repair.

 In the midst of an economic 
downturn with her teenager’s 
future college education 
weighing on her mind, Hinson, 
director of communications for 
Human Resources, signed up 
for an on-campus session with a 
Vanguard representative.

What followed was a 
45-minute conversation 
that eliminated the static 
surrounding her investment 
strategy.

“The majority of employees 
are not really active in 
retirement planning or savings,” 
says Hinson. “It takes almost 
a life event to go, ‘I need to 
see somebody and talk to them 
about this.’”

 For years, Emory has offered 
free individual counseling 
sessions through its three plan 

Sounds of summer
Concertgoers brought lawn chairs, blankets and picnics to the Goizueta Business School’s Jenkins Courtyard for 

a free evening of music July 9 with the Emory Summer Concert Band. Scott Stewart, senior lecturer and director of 
wind studies, conducted the all-instrumental program, featuring Bernard Flythe on the tuba. The mostly American 
pieces included selections from Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “Oklahoma” as a preview of the production of that 
musical coming next spring from Theater Emory and the Emory Wind Symphony. 

SNAPSHOT

Ann Borden

By Laurel hanna

The Youth Theological 
Initiative (YTI) 2009 Summer 
Academy at Candler School 
of Theology drew to a close 
July 18, ending a three-week 
intensive, residential program 
on the Emory campus. Forty-
five rising high school seniors 
came to the academy to learn 
to analyze and address public 
issues from Christian theolog-
ical perspectives and to build 
a “covenant community” com-
mitted to open-minded and 
honest dialogue and mutual 
support. In addition to par-
ticipating in classes, students 
engaged in ecumenical wor-

ship, attended workshops with 
members of Candler’s faculty, 
and volunteered at social ser-
vice sites around Atlanta. 

One highlight of the pro-
gram was the Interfaith Day of 
Youth Service, which brought 
together youth from YTI and 
local Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, 
and Buddhist faith groups to 
participate in interfaith dia-
logue and service. 

The 2009 academy also 
featured a special program 
exploring ethical issues, 
including ecology and environ-
mental justice; racial justice 
and civil rights; and migra-
tion, immigration and labor. 

Youth get immersed in the spirit of service

Look for a video from the 2009 Youth Theological 
Institute coming soon on Emory Report online.

SPECIAL
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NEWsmakers

“This injection of 
funds [through the 
federal economic 
stimulus] ends 
up being spent 
on food, and that 
has a multiplier 
effect through the 
economy. As more 
people are employed 
in grocery stores, 
more people are 
employed to make 
the food, more 
people are employed 
to grow the food 
as a result of that 
stimulus.”

— Ray Hill, assistant professor 
in the practice of finance, 
in “Can expanding food 
stamps jolt the economy?” on 
National Public Radio July 7.

By CAROL Clark

Can microbes that live in 
swamp mud help us produce 
green energy? 

Chemistry Professor Brian 
Dyer is researching that pos-
sibility, through his work at 
the intersection of chemistry, 
physics and biology. “I’m really 
into blurring the lines between 
traditional disciplines,” he 
says.

Formerly with the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory 
in New Mexico, Dyer joined 
Emory this summer to help 
unite the University’s multi-
disciplinary research into 
renewable energy sources.  
“The need for renewable ener-
gy is one of the key problems 
of our time,” Dyer says, “and 
Emory is well-positioned to 
really make an impact in this 
area.”

Dyer uses laser spectros-
copy to study how light can 
interact with materials.  Early 
in his career, he began work-
ing with proteins that can do 
photochemistry, drawing his 
inspiration from natural pho-
tosynthesis. 

“Ultimately, plants are tak-
ing light and storing it as chem-
ical energy,” Dyer explains. 
“The elegance of some of these 
reactions is astounding. It’s 
an incredibly complex process, 
done with a series of proteins 
that are highly optimized for a 
specific function, such as light 

harvesting and water oxida-
tion. The proteins are like tiny 
machines. A good analogy is an 
internal combustion engine, 
where you actually have inte-
grated, working parts.”

Artificial photosynthesis
In recent years, science and 

industry have started search-
ing for ways to develop systems 
of artificial photosynthesis, to 
help solve the energy short-
age and reduce carbon emis-
sions. So far, man’s attempts 
at tapping the sun’s power 
have fallen far short of Mother 
Nature’s.

While living in Los Alamos, 
located at 7,500 feet above sea 
level on the Pajarito Plateau, 
Dyer installed solar panels on 
his family home. “I wanted to 
understand the issues of solar 
energy at the practical level 
of a home owner,” he says. 
Even with 320 days a year 
of New Mexico sunshine, he 
found conventional solar pan-
els to be inefficient and not 
cost effective. 

“An even bigger problem is 
the batteries required to store 
the intermittent solar flux,” 
Dyer says. “Their storage 
capacity is limited and their 
lifetime is short. They also 
contain hazardous chemicals, 
like lead and sulfuric acid.”

Mimicking Mother Nature
Dyer is focused on solving 

this solar energy storage prob-
lem. He wants to covert solar 

energy to fuel, using a partic-
ular protein to develop a pho-
tocatalyst for solar hydrogen 
production — which brings up 
the swamp bugs.

A type of anaerobic bac-
teria that lives deep in the 
mud of swamps, where there 
is little oxygen, survives by 
splitting water into hydrogen 
and oxygen. While humans 
need to use expensive systems 
to perform this process on a 
large scale, the bacteria does 
it naturally by generating the 
protein hydrogenase — the 
most efficient catalyst known 
for making hydrogen.

By studying the biological 
system, Dyer hopes to find 
ways to adapt the microbial 
catalysis of hydrogenase so 
that it can be harnessed for 
solar hydrogen production.

“You can trick bugs to 
make lots of certain kinds of 
proteins, like a little facto-
ry,” Dyer explains. “It’s called 
‘directed evolution,’ where you 
push bacteria a certain way, 
forcing it to adapt and to pro-
duce an evolved protein that 
has the properties you need.”

His goal is to generate 
hydrogenase in a form that 
allows the protein to bind to 
quantum dots, which are good 
at absorbing light and could 
provide the energy to drive the 
reaction. 

“We envision producing 
hydrogen in a photochemical-
ly driven process, where the 

electrons and protons needed 
to produce the hydrogen are 
furnished by water,” Dyer 
explains. “You could then burn 
the hydrogen as fuel and get 
water back. It would be a per-
fectly clean cycle.”

Renewable energy center
At Emory, Dyer is teamed 

with other scientists in his 
experiments, including Tim 
Lian, William Henry Emerson 
Professor of Chemistry and a 
leader in quantum dot tech-
nology, and Stefan Lutz, an 
associate professor of biomo-
lecular chemistry who special-
izes in protein engineering.

Dyer will also serve as 
the director of a renewable 
energy center on campus, to 
launch this fall. The aim is 
to further integrate ongoing 
energy research among chem-
ists, physicists, biologists and 
computer scientists.

“The energy field has suf-
fered from 30 years of people 
saying that the search for 
more energy is an engineering 
problem,” Dyer says. “Actually, 
it’s primarily a science prob-
lem. Emory has a good track 
record of bringing together 
interdisciplinary teams, and 
tremendous strengths in the 
bio-sciences, as well as the 
physical sciences. Most of the 
advances in renewable energy 
are going to be made at that 
interface.”

Chemist integrates research with physics and biology

EMORY PROFILE  Brian Dyer

Brian Dyer is professor and associate director of graduate studies in the Department of Chemistry. Kay hinton

Bringing new energy to solar quest
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ACCLAIM

“Grounded Cognition,” a 
paper by Lawrence W. Barsalou, 
Samuel 
Candler Dobbs 
Professor of 
Psychology, 
was named a 
“fast-breaking 
paper” by 
Science Watch, 
due to its high 
number of 
citations. 

Barsalou was also interviewed 
in June by Science Watch, which 
is produced by Thomson Reuters 
News Service.

Erica Endicott’s catalog 
redesign and style guide for the 
Emory Center 
for Lifelong 
Learning 
won a Gold 
award from 
the University 
Continuing 
Education 
Association 
for “Most 
Improved,” one of several awards 
earned by the CLL. 

Endicott is a graphic designer 
with the Emory Creative Group.

James Meyer, associate 
professor of art history, has been 
appointed 
senior fellow 
by the 
Smithsonian 
American Art 
Museum for 
the 2009–2010 
academic year. 
The museum’s 
program 
grants awards 
for scholars and students to 
pursue research at the museum, 
including senior, predoctoral and 
postdoctoral fellowships.

Meyer received the 
appointment for his “The Return 
of the 1960s: Narratives of the 
Contemporary.”

Raymond Schinazi, Frances 
Winship Walters Professor of 
Pediatrics 
among other 
appointments, 
became the 
first University 
of Bath (UK)
alumnus to join 
the Chancellor’s 
Roll of Honour 
there. 

The award was made 
in recognition of Schinazi’s 
“leadership, his passion for Bath 
and its academic research, and 
his generosity in supporting the 
University philanthropically.”

Funding the Schinazi 
International Exchange 
Programme, Schinazi’s gift 
of $550,000 is enabling two 
researchers each from Bath and 
Emory to study at the other’s 
organization.

“Acclaim” recognizes the 
accomplishments of faculty and 
staff. Listings may include awards 
and prizes; election to boards and 
societies; and similarly notable 
accomplishments at Emory or 
in the wider community. Emory 
Report relies on submissions for 
this column. Contact: ltking@
emory.edu.

By Leslie King

An interest in and a career with 
non-human primates led to a marriage 
between two primates of the human 
kind.

Yerkes National Primate Research 
Center was the setting for the wed-
ding of Rachel Fest and Chris Souder 
on Wednesday, July 15 at 1:30 p.m. in 
the courtyard. The bride is assistant 
operations manager of animal care at 
the main Yerkes Center, and Souder a 
supervisor of research specialists in the 
animal resources division. The entire 
staff was invited, says Fest.

“[Yerkes] was the only thing that real-
ly made sense, that seemed obvious,” she 
says. “We became engaged in October 
and wanted a small, simple wedding. We 
toyed around with the idea of having it 
at Piedmont Park.” 

But the couple had never really spent 
any time at the city green spot. 

Instead, they spent time at their 
jobs at Yerkes, both having been there 
approximately 10 years each. They met 
on the job and “all of our friends are 
there or have been there,” Fest says, 
having had a “series of very good friends” 
who’ve worked at Yerkes over the years 
and whose careers have taken them 
elsewhere. 

So they sought and received permis-
sion from Stuart Zola, Yerkes director, to 
hold the wedding on site. “We decided on 
a Wednesday because that’s when most 
of the staff is working,” she says.

Denise Bonenberger, who also works 
in animal resources, served as Fest’s 
maid of honor. Souder’s twin brother, 
another Yerkes staffer, was in the wed-

ding, and his best “man” (who’s a woman), 
was Kim Neu, a former roommate. Fest’s 
brother officiated (“He’s not a minister,” 
she explained.) 

Following the ceremony, a reception 
was held in the conference room, catered 
by MyCafe on site at Yerkes, “the cakes 
and everything,” says Fest. 

Later, they’ll take a trip to Vegas. “It’s 
time for annual evaluations,” Fest says, 
explaining the postponed honeymoon. 

“And we’re supervisors and managers.”

Yerkes a meaningful spot 
for staffers to tie knot

Yerkes employees Rachel Fest 
and Chris Souder were married July 15.

Ann BoRden

By Jessica Moore 

Lights are dimmed for summer in Emory 
performance spaces, but arts faculty are at 
work on local and international creative proj-
ects. Here are just a few examples:

Timothy McDonough, associate profes-
sor, Theater Studies, is juggling three roles 
with Georgia Shakespeare. He plays Egeus 
and Snout in Shakespeare’s romantic com-
edy “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” (closing 
July 31), Big Daddy in Tennessee Williams’ 
classic Southern drama “Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof” (closing Aug. 1), and Marcus Andronicus 
in Shakespeare’s chilling “Titus Andronicus” 
(closing Aug. 2). Tickets/ information: www.
gashakespeare.org.

William Ransom, Mary Emerson Professor 
of Piano, Music Department, doubles as 
artistic director of the Highlands-Cashiers 
Chamber Music Festival (July 5–Aug. 9). For 
its 28th season the festival features the Eroica 
Trio, Biava Quartet and Vega String Quartet. 
Ransom says: “I look forward every summer to 
the HCCMF, and not just for the music — the 
mountains are incredibly beautiful, there are 
great restaurants, film series, galleries, golf...
paradise! I encourage everyone to come up to 
the area for a weekend, or the whole summer.” 
Information: www.h-cmusicfestival.org. 

Richard Prior, director, orchestral studies, 
Music Department, premiered an original com-
position and a new transcription in June at 
the Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival. As 
music director and conductor of the Rome (Ga.) 
Symphony Orchestra, Prior led the orches-
tra in a concert featuring euphonium soloist, 
Adam Frey. He conducted Ukraine’s National 
Symphony Orchestra in Odessa recording 
several works including Nicola Resanovic’s 

“Collateral Damage,” a concerto for clarinet 
and orchestra dedicated to civilian victims of 
war. In Oporto, Portugal, he heard a perfor-
mance of his work “The Darkening Land” that 
was selected for the International Clarinet 
Association’s conference.

George Staib, senior lecturer, Dance 
Program, traveled with his company 
StaibDance to Houston this June to perform 
in the 7th annual Big Range Dance Festival 
at the Barnevelder Theatre. Staib was inter-
viewed on KUHF, Houston’s NPR affiliate. 
Neil Ellis Orts of Dance Source Houston, 
wrote “the company proved to be highly skilled 
dancers…and showed a strong command of a 
diverse movement vocabulary.” Staib traveled 
to San Francisco for the American College 
Dance Festival Association’s national board 
meeting. He will perform in New York with 
Atlanta’s Gathering Wild Dance Company and 
will return to rehearse three new pieces with 
StaibDance for a January premiere at 7 Stages 
here in Atlanta. 

Diane Kempler, senior lecturer, Visual Arts 
Department, participated in a two-and-a-half-
month residency at Guldagergaard, an inter-
national ceramic research center in Denmark, 
with 10–15 international ceramicists at work 
on individual projects in a communal setting. 
Kempler’s work concentrates on her impres-
sions from her recent research in India. She 
has traveled to Copenhagen several times 
for museum visits and reports spending non-
working hours taking tai chi and meditation 
classes, walking and eating chocolate. 

To read about more of the summer activi-
ties of the arts faculty, including Pat Miller’s 
theater study abroad in Oxford, UK; Leslie 
Taylor’s set design for “Blood Knot” (Theatrical 
Outfit, through Aug. 2); Gary Motley’s jazz 
performance (Callanwolde, July 31); Greg 
Catellier at Bates Dance Festival, Maine (July 
3–Aug. 10); Anna Leo’s new choreography; Sally 
Radell’s dance paper presentation; Lori Teague 
with Moving in the Spirit; Linda Armstrong’s 
residency in Berlin; Julia Kjelgaard’s year in 
France; Jason Francisco’s photography and  
Bill Brown’s video and new media projects, 
visit www.arts.emory.edu/about/artist. To 
receive E-mail Newsletters, visit www.arts.
emory.edu/email/.

Summer brings 
change of scene 
for Emory artists
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Staff and faculty can take advantage 
of the decreased campus activity in the 
summer at ECIT’s free workshops, where 
they can learn how to apply programs 
such as Audacity, iMovie, Garageband 
and Blackboard to diverse aspects of 
their position. 

“We have introduced several new 
methods of incorporating technology 
and pedagogy into our summer sessions,” 
says Chris Fearrington, ECIT coordi-
nator. “We are also looking forward to 
introducing more technologies and col-
laborating with other departments in the 
fall semester.”

Beth Kurylo, communications direc-
tor of the Emory Center for Myth and 
Ritual in American Life (MARIAL), says 
attending ECIT’s summer workshops 
has helped her learn to use technology 
as a promotional tool for MARIAL’s new 
online publication, the Journal of Family 
Life.

 “In so many ways the summer is a 
good time for learning,” says Kurylo. “I 
can concentrate on technology and take 
the time I need to figure it out.”

Workshop participants obtain hands-
on experience creating photo slideshows, 
enhanced podcasts, and video content 
to upload to iTunes U and other Emory 
channels

“Our goal is to work with you when 
using and learning about technology,” 
explains Fearrington. “This allows the 
user to learn and achieve their goals by 
working with the application themselves. 
We are always here to help and to provide 
training during the learning process.”

ECIT’s state-of-the-art facilities 

include three “Smart” classrooms, 
which accommodate up to 20 students.  
ECIT Classroom 214 — for example — 
contains 16 Mac computers with dual 
boot capabilities, which allow users to 
work in Mac or Windows with the touch 
of a button. 

Videoconferencing facilities are also 
available.  Videoconferencing is conve-
nient for language courses taught by 
a single professor servicing students 
at Oxford College and Emory College 
simultaneously, for example. ECIT also 
has a Teaching Theater with a touch- 
screen plasma and laptop wireless con-
nectivity for intimate group settings. 

Thus far, response to ECIT’s new 
summer training has been tremendous, 
says Morse.

“We have waiting lists for most of our 
sessions this summer,” he says. “We 
have been lucky enough to partner with 
the Center for Faculty Development 
and Excellence, and they have helped 
us really get the word out to everyone 
on campus that we are having these 
sessions.”

ECIT’s goal is to empower the Emory 
community by using technology as a 
tool to enhance materials.  

“From ECIT’s point of view,” says 
Morse, “if we don’t take our knowledge 
and help everybody else reach a com-
fort level, then we are missing a huge 
opportunity.” 404.378.6962

124 S. Columbia Dr., Decatur 30030
www.RenewalDesignBuild.com

Call Renewal now and start to design 
and build your dream kitchen. Or,
your bath, porch, deck, renovation, 
addition, or critical repairs.

Imagine Cooking
for the Holidays in
Your Dream Kitchen

B E F O R E

2009 Regional Winner  
Best Kitchen

Get a Free Sink!  

And sink cabinet. See details*

Get a free under-mount stainless sink with
matching sink cabinet for all qualifying kitchen
projects! Just sign a retainer in July or August.

*

RDB_emoryreport_JulyAugust09.indd   1 6/2/09   2:46:28 PM

Continued from the cover

administrators: Fidelity Investments, 
TIAA-CREF and Vanguard. The popular 
service experienced a spike in demand 
last year and additional counseling 
sessions were added to assist employees 
with changes to the investment lineup in 
the 403b Retirement Plan.

 Employees sign up for the sessions by 
calling plan administrators directly or 
by scheduling an appointment through 
Emory’s benefits Web site. Confidential 
sessions are held several times a month 
on the first floor of the 1599 Clifton Rd. 
building in an office designated for the 
counseling sessions.

 Despite having the ability to have 
a face-to-face, one-on-one meeting with 
an investment counselor, more than half 
of Emory employees don’t take an active 
approach to managing their investments, 
and the plan selects the default 
investment for them, says Director of 
Employee Benefits Jodi Martin. 

The counselors “know the Emory 
plan in detail and they know the funds 
intimately,” says Martin. “The face-to-
face session helps them get to know the 
person, their finances and risk tolerance 
when selecting the investments that are 
right for them.”

The counselors, who don’t work on 
commission, study an employee’s current 
contributions and ask questions about 
upcoming life changes, such as putting a 

down payment on a first home or saving 
for college tuition or medical expenses. 
Employees are encouraged to bring along 
their spouses, and can schedule multiple 
sessions with multiple vendors. Session 
topics range from examining the benefits 
of a traditional vs. a Roth IRA, to better 
diversifying a portfolio.

For Hinson, it was time well spent. 
As a new employee six years ago, she 
recalled receiving her retirement plan 
information among a stack of orientation 
materials and thinking, “Oh, I’ll get to 
this later,” but that, “later never comes.”

The sessions are geared toward new 
employees, those pushing retirement, 
and everyone in between.

RETIREMENT: Vendors 
of plans offer counseling
Continued from the cover

Schedule your session
Fidelity (1-800-642-7131)  
Aug. 11 and 26; Sept. 8 and 21;  
Oct. 13 and 28.  

TIAA-CREF (1-800-732-8353)  
Aug. 4–6; Sept. 1–3; Oct. 6-8. 

Vanguard (1-800-662-0106 
ext. 14500) Aug. 18–19;  
Sept. 22–23; Oct. 20–21. 

Call each plan provider for an  
appointment.

All sessions are held at 1599 Clifton  
Road. 

Ushering in Camp New Look
Usher Raymond IV rolls out Camp New Look with a song  

and dance at the opening ceremony July 13 at Goizueta  
Business School. Youth participating in the singer’s free two-
week residential camp are exposed to two worlds — sports  
and entertainment. Emory hosts the campers this summer  
and provides meals, residential and meeting space for the  
participants. 

— Tania Dowdy

SNAPSHOT

kay Hinton

ECIT: Free workshops 
boost digital skill sets

Get interactive

Visit the ECIT events calendar at  
http://ecit.emory.edu to take advantage 
of upcoming training opportunities.
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Emory Healthcare Marketing is in 

the process of evaluating proposals 
and will award grants for FY 2010 to 
departments offering medical/clinical 
scientific advances that set Emory 
apart from its competition. These 
innovations will be featured on Emory’s 
new Top Medical Advances Web site  
at www.emorymedicaladvances.org 
during FY 2010. 

This year’s goal is to highlight 
Emory’s strategic goal of “Discovery 
and Innovation.” The RFP process 
highlights Emory’s innovative edge 
and identifies clinical strengths. The 
departments selected will receive 
funds from marketing that will be used 
for Web site improvements. Marketing 
received 18 proposals. Some of the 
projects being considered:  

Radiation Oncology is evaluating 
several innovative technologies against 
the current standard of care to improve 
patient outcomes. These include a 
study for cervical motion for patients 
with cancer of the cervix. Currently, 

Emory is the only facility in Georgia 
with the Calypso 4D Localization 
System. The department will also be 
installing a relatively new technology 
called VisionRT, which will allow for 
improved accuracy for the set-up of 
breast cancer patients. 

Emory Healthcare is focusing on 
marketing procedures using minimally- 
invasive robotic assisted surgery with 
the da Vinci Si HD Surgical System, a 
robot capable of performing a multitude 
of laparoscopic surgeries. EHC will 
develop a dedicated Web site to feature 
departments that utilize the robot, 
including urology, surgical oncology, 
gynecology and cardiothoratic surgery. 

The Neuroendocrine Pituitary 
Center provides a regionally unique 
and differentiated service line to 
patients with pituitary tumors and/or 
other complex neuroendocrine diseases 
and is the only center in Georgia 
with a pituitary endocrinologist. The 
department performs 3D endoscopic 
surgery for removal of the pituitary 

— the only place in Georgia and only 
one of three organizations in the nation 
that perform that surgery. It is also the 
only center in the world involved in a 
receptor imaging National Institutes of 
Health study. 

The Department of Radiology would 
like to highlight its multiple research 
advancements in Breast Imaging 
including Stereo (3D) Mammography 
and a Breast CT machine. The 
prototype dedicated breast CT system 
is used to closely monitor the changes 
in size and blood flow of breast tumors 
in patients undergoing neoadjuvant 
chemotherapy and is only the second 
prototype clinical system of its kind 
in the world. The department will also 
feature current clinical technologies 
such as digital screening and diagnostic 
mammography and breast MRI. 

The Emory Voice Center performs 
awake laser therapy for voice disorders 
and is the only site in the Southeast 
that offers KTP laser therapy for vocal 
chord problems is performed while the 

patient is totally awake. This includes 
both benign and malignant growths and 
a variety of other vocal chord problems 
— treatment for which previously 
required full general anesthesia and 
surgery in the operating room.

Emory’s comprehensive liver 
program will promote a new liver 
transplant program and team, 
innovative liver surgeries and 
oncological liver treatments, including 
Laparoscopic Major Hepatectomy, a  
new technique for performing major 
liver resections for benign and 
malignant hepatic tumors using a 
laparoscopic approach rather than an 
open incision approach. Emory is one 
of only a handful of medical centers in 
the country doing major laparoscopic 
liver resections and the only one in the 
Southeast region. 

Una Hutton Newman is chief marketing 
officer, Woodruff Health Sciences Center 
and Emory Healthcare. 

Top medical advances vie for marketing grants
REPORT FROM: Emory Healthcare

Emory has expanded its plastics recycling program to accept items with Plastic 
Identification Codes 1–6.  The Plastic Identification Code is a number usually found 
on the bottom of plastic containers in a triangular, three-chasing arrow recycling 
symbol.  The code identifies the type of resin used in each plastic item. Plastics with 
varying resin content are recycled into different products. Emory previously accepted 
codes 1 and 2.

What are some new plastic items that Emory will recycle?  Juice bottles, 
squeezable bottles, yogurt containers, disposable cutlery, cups and plates are 
among a few that will be accepted. Because the expanded program is costly to 
operate, please do not bring your plastic recyclables from home — instead enroll in 
your community’s recycling program or drop them off at public facilities that take 
recycling such as the DeKalb Farmers’ Market and many fire stations.

All recyclable plastics can be returned to the plastic recycling bins in academic 
buildings, offices and residence halls around Emory’s campus.  For more information 
on recycling at Emory, contact Claire Wall at 404-712-8921 or claire.wall@emory.
edu.

— David Payne

Campus recycling expands to plastics 1–6

By Kelly Gray

Admit it, you’ve bought a 
new bicycle, or recently dust-
ed off that old one that was 
sitting idle in your garage. 
You’ve even worked up 
enough courage to ride short 
distances near your neighbor-
hood, but something is still missing.   

Whether bicycling for commuting 
or leisure, cycling becomes safer 
and more fun when participants 
have the right gear and acces-
sories.  Now Emory faculty, 
staff and students are able to 
purchase bicycle accessories 
through Bike Emory at a 
discount. 

“Bike Emory’s Web site now 
offers discounts on accessories from 
10 percent to 20 percent off of regu-
lar in-store prices,” says Jamie 
Smith, manager for business 
process analysis and Bike 
Emory director. “We are 
working with our local bicy-
cle retailer, Bicycle South, to 
provide these prices exclu-
sively to Emory faculty, staff 
and students.” 

Customers can also opt 
to pick up all merchandise 
ordered through the Bike 
Emory Web site, on cam-
pus at the Mobile Repair 
Centers at the Dobbs 

University Center or the 
Student Activity & Academic 
Center, free of any delivery 

charges.
Just about everything 

needed to ride is available 
online, including helmets, 
safety accessories, baskets, 
locks and lights. “Now 
customers can buy items 

individually, where before 
things were sold in packages,” 

adds Smith. “If you have a bike 
already and only need a light or 

a helmet, you can buy these 
items separately and at a 
price reduction.”   

The new online store 
comes as a direct response 
from users requesting the 

ability to purchase acces-
sories on the Bike Emory Web 
site. Visit bike.emory.edu/

accessories for details.

Bike Emory peddles deals 
for gear and accessories 

By Lance Skelly 

Emory University Hospital again 
joins the prestigious ranks of America’s 
top medical institutions in the annual 
U.S. News & World Report guide to 

“America’s Best Hospitals.”
For 2009, Emory ranked among the 

nation’s best hospitals in 11 specialties, 
including five top 20 rankings. Overall, 
Emory is one of only 170 hospitals, out of 
more than 5,400 medical centers in the 
country to be named in even one of the 
magazine’s top 50 specialty rankings. 
Emory is the only acute care hospital in 
Georgia named in these rankings.

“Emory Healthcare’s rankings reflect 
our ongoing promise to patients and 
families,” says John T. Fox, Emory 
Healthcare president and CEO. “That 
promise is a relentless commitment to 
quality, quality defined as excellence 
in clinical outcomes, patient safety and 
service. As an academic medical cen-
ter, we are committed to sharing that 
remarkable synergy created by break-
through research, exceptional clinical 
resources and compassionate care. 

“Being ranked this year in three addi-
tional subspecialty areas also reflects 
Emory’s commitment to recruiting staff 

and physicians across all subspecialties 
who embrace the challenge of advancing 
the possibilities in diagnosis, treatment 
and prevention of disease,“ Fox contin-
ues.

The U.S. News rankings in 12 of 
the 16 specialties weigh three elements 
equally: reputation, death rate, and a set 
of care-related factors such as nursing 
and patient services. In these 12 special-
ties, hospitals have to pass through sev-
eral gates to be ranked and considered a 
Best Hospital.

In the four other specialties — oph-
thalmology, psychiatry, rehabilitation, 
and rheumatology — ranking is based 
solely on reputation, derived from the 
three most recent physician surveys.

U.S. News ranks Emory 
among best hospitals 

• Ophthalmology 9 
• Psychiatry 10 
• Geriatrics 13 
• Heart & Heart 
   Surgery 13 
• Neurology & 
   Neurosurgery 14
• Ear, Nose & 
   Throat 22

• Kidney 
   Disease 25 
• Diabetes & Endo-
   crinology 31
• Gynecology 44 
• Urology 44
• Cancer 46 

Emory Healthcare’s scores
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Down Under dinosaurs  
dug dens in polar winter
By Carol Clark

A year after his Montana 
discovery of the first fossil 
traces of a dinosaur burrow, 
Emory paleontologist Anthony 
Martin visited Victoria, 
Australia. During a hike to a 
remote site west of Melbourne, 
Martin rounded the corner of an 
outcropping and was astounded 
to see, right at eye level, the 
trace fossil of what appeared 
to be a burrow almost identical 
to the one he had identified in 
Montana. 

“I stared at it for a long time,” 
recalls Martin, senior lecturer 
in environmental studies. “In 
paleontology, the saying, ‘where 
luck meets preparation’ really 
holds true.”

Martin’s Australia find, to 
be published in Cretaceous 
Research, suggests that 
burrowing behaviors were 
shared by dinosaurs of different 
species, in different hemispheres, 
and spanned millions of years 
during the Cretaceous Period, 
when some dinosaurs lived in 
polar environments.

“This research helps us to 
better understand long-term 
geologic change, and how 
organisms may have adapted 
as the Earth has undergone 
periods of global cooling and 
warming,” says Martin.

In 2006, in collaboration with 
colleagues from Montana State 
University and Japan, Martin 
identified the 95-million-
year-old skeletal remains of a 
small adult dinosaur and two 
juveniles in a fossilized burrow 
in southwestern Montana. 

After the Montana find, 
Martin used a Winship Award 
from Emory College to spend 
time at Monash University 
in Melbourne. With local 
paleontologists, he visited many 
sites along the Victoria coast, 
which marks the seam where 
Australia once snuggled against 
Antarctica. 

The probable dinosaur burrow 
that Martin found etched into 
the Early Cretaceous outcrop 
is about 6-feet long and 1-foot 
in diameter. It gently descends 
in a semi-spiral, ending in an 
enlarged chamber. Martin later 
found two similar trace fossils 
in the same area.

The Victoria fossils are about 
110 million years old, around 
the time that Australia split 
with Antarctica, and dinosaurs 
roamed in prolonged polar 
darkness along forested southern 
Australia river plains. It was 
one of the last times the Earth 
experienced global warming, 
with an average temperature of 
68 degrees Fahrenheit — about 
10 degrees higher than today.

During the polar winter, 
though, the temperature could 
plunge below freezing. Previously, 
researchers theorized that the 
small dinosaurs in the region 
survived harsh weather by 
sheltering beneath large tree 
roots or in hollows. Martin’s 
find, however, indicates that 
they may have dug into the soft 
banks of rivers flowing out of 
the rift valley.

The age, size and shape of 
the likely burrows led Martin to 
hypothesize that they were made 
by small ornithopod dinosaurs — 
herbivores that were prevalent 
in the region. These ornithopods 
stood upright on their hind legs 
and were about the size of a 
large, modern-day iguana.

“It’s fascinating to find 
evidence connecting a type of 
behavior between dinosaurs 
that are probably unrelated, and 
lived in different hemispheres 
during different times,” Martin 
says. “It fills in another gap 
in our understanding of the 
evolution of dinosaurs, and 
ways they may have survived 
extreme environments.”

A specialist in trace fossils 
— including tracks, scat and 
burrows — Martin is known for 
detecting subtle paleontology 
clues. He also identified the first 
tracks of a large, carnivorous 
dinosaur in Victoria, and the 

first fossil crayfish burrows 
from the same area.

Martin teaches a seminar at 
Emory on modern-day animal 
tracking, a skill that he says 
aids him in finding signs of 
prehistoric life. “It’s important 
to do as much field work as 
possible, because it gives your 
mind a better library of search 
images,” he says.

The trace fossils indicate that small 
dinosaurs may have burrowed into the soft  
banks of a river to survive the polar winters.

Illustration by James Hays

Science news 

For more Emory news 
in the natural and social 
sciences, visit www.emory.
edu/esciencecommons.
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Teaching Tibetan monks: Better religion through science
By Arri Eisen 

“Do bacteria require light?” 
Tashi, one of my best students, 
wants to know. He sits there 
in Dharamsala, India, like his 
Buddhist monk colleagues, cross-
legged on the floor in maroon 
robes, six hours a day learning 
science from a tall white Jewish 
guy from North Carolina.

Religion often has a hard time 
of it, especially among academ-
ics, and especially among scien-
tists. Of course academics have 
no problem studying religion 
and raising big money to estab-
lish endowed chairs, centers and 
institutes devoted to just that. 
But actually being religious or 
even discussing personal beliefs 
or spirituality at all, is rare and, 
if anything, discouraged. To me 
this is an odd and disturbing 
social conundrum: let’s take our 
best thinkers and idea-people, 
theorizers and policy developers 
and eradicate any discussion 
of personal belief, religion or 
spirituality from their official 
discourse. Brilliant.

So, it’s refreshing to be part 
of a project, an experiment 
really, in which academics are 
actively engaging religious tra-
dition and belief. Even better, 
and ironically, this engagement 
is driven by scientists; the very 
folks many blame for hammer-
ing personal belief out of intel-
lectual conversation in the West 
in the first place.

Several years ago, His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama 
requested that Emory University 
educators develop a modern 
science curriculum to eventu-
ally become part of the regu-
lar centuries-old curriculum of 
all Tibetan Buddhist monks in 
India. Since the Dalai Lama 
was forced from China in 1959, 
India has graciously hosted 
him, the Tibetan government in 
exile, and thousands of Tibetans, 
including many monastics in 
new monasteries and nunner-
ies. Unlike for Westerners, it is 
relatively common for Tibetans 
to become monks (even today, 1 
in 10 Tibetans do).

We just completed our second 
year of a five-year pilot with 91 
monks and nuns. The project is 
designed for monks and nuns 
to learn science and for us to 
learn Buddhism and Tibetan 
culture, but also for us to simul-
taneously build the capacity for 
the Tibetans eventually to take 
over the science teaching and 
learning.

If you’re like many of my 
administrators and colleagues, 
you might be asking, “What?! 
Beyond the coolness factor, what 
in the world is the point of teach-
ing science to a bunch of monks 

halfway around the world?”
Can you say ‘globalization,’ 

‘religion,’ ‘science and technol-
ogy’?

Whether we like it or not, the 
world is becoming flatter by the 
day. This could be a disaster or, 
if we aggressively develop mod-
els to address the world’s com-
plex problems — environmen-
tal degradation, racism, pover-
ty — through profound cultural 
exchange and integration, this 
could be a boon. A vast majority 
of this globalizing world (includ-
ing 100 million Americans) is 
deeply grounded in religious 
belief, and many of them have 
worldviews lacking any stark 
separation of spirituality from 
science.

How do we integrate, and not 
reject, belittle, or ignore reli-
gion and the religious, moving 
toward developing approaches 
and potential solutions to our 
most profound problems? And, 
finally then, as all of us are 
participants in this grand and 
inexorable globalization experi-
ment, there is that most chal-
lenging and central question for 
all educators and learners: how 
do we most effectively teach and 
learn across cultural and intel-
lectual gaps?

In its own small way, our 
project is a model and provides a 
laboratory for addressing these 
big questions. The components 
are there for a good experiment: 
a religious leader and a religion, 

Tibetan Buddhism, unusually 
open to discussion and integra-
tion,  science educators eager to 
teach and learn, and all open to 
the opportunity for new ideas 
and knowledge to emerge.

Take Tashi’s question about 
bacteria and light. We’d spent 
the whole week teaching the 
monks and nuns cellular and 
molecular biology around the 
question: Can bacteria sense? 
The question is unresolved and 
not trivial among Buddhists, 
because if bacteria are sentient 
beings, they should not be killed 
and would be reincarnated 
beings. So, you see the implica-
tions.

“Yes,” I answered, “Some bac-
teria require light and use it 
to make energy via photosyn-
thesis.” Tashi’s was a typically 
insightful question from the 
monks, and also typical in its 

“double-meaning” nature: I was 
thinking this was a great sci-
ence question, integrating much 
of our discussion; but when I 
asked Tashi why he asked the 
question, he said it was because 
in the Buddhist view, conscious-
ness requires light. So, if bacte-
ria are sentient and therefore 
conscious, they would require 
light. See what I mean by dou-
ble meaning and cultural inter-
change?

Religion is rich and valuable; 
science also has much to offer. 
Being human constructs, both 
of course have their failings 

and limitations, but both have 
given much and can give more. 
Dhondup, another of the monk 
students, had this pearl to offer 
when I asked him why he was 
participating in our science proj-
ect, a statement that turned my 
worldview on its head and sums 
up how such cultural exchanges 
might just make a difference: 

“I am studying modern science 
because I believe it can help 
me understand my Buddhism 
better.”

This essay first appeared  
on Religion Dispatches (www.
religiondispatches.org).

Arri Eisen is senior lecturer of 
biology and director of the Emory 
College Program in Science and 
Society.

The Emory Tibet 
Science Initiative in action.

Ajay pillarisetti

MODEL GRAND OPENING SATURDAY, JULY 25TH!

Community Highlights:
• Luxurious 3-story townhomes with grand owner's suites, large

kitchens with center islands, and two-car garage
• 2 and 3 bedroom plans available
• Less than 3 miles to Downtown Decatur, Emory, the VA Medical

Center, Emory Hospital, Children's Hospital - Egleston and CDC
• 10 minutes to Buckhead, Downtown and Midtown

866-888-5909 or pulte.com/emoryreport

OVERLOOK AT CLAIRMONT
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the $8,000 federal tax credit!
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By jessica moore 

Celebrating its 17th season, 
the Emory Chamber Music 
Society of Atlanta (ECMSA), 
Atlanta’s largest and most 
active chamber music organi-
zation, brings together some of 
the city’s finest musicians with 
internationally known guests 
for a packed 2009–2010 season. 
In spring 2010, ECMSA cel-
ebrates the Frederic Chopin/
Robert Schumann bicenten-
nials through its Emerson, 
Family, and Noontime series. 
A schedule of all 22 ECMSA 
concerts is available online at 
www.arts.emory.edu. 

Season highlights

Emerson Series
Italian guitarist Edoardo 

Catemario’s makes his 
Atlanta debut (Oct. 3), kick-
ing off the Emerson Series in 
a solo concert with the Vega 
String Quartet. Vega performs 
Haydn’s great “Seven Last 
Words of Christ,” with speak-
ers of seven different faiths 
(Oct. 25), and Piet Swert’s 

“Quintet” with Belgian  
clarinetist Roeland Hendrikx 
(Nov. 06). 

The piano and chamber 
works of Frederic Chopin and 
Robert Schumann are featured 
in performances by noted pia-
nists Bertrand Giraud (Feb. 
21), Yasuo Watanabe (March 
26), Robert Spano (April 10) 

and Emory’s William Ransom 
(Jan. 24). Emerson Series tick-
ets are $20 (discount category 
members $15; students free).

Noontime Concerts
Free noontime concerts in 

the Carlos Museum include 
performances by guests art-
ists such as violinist David 
Kim (Sept. 18) in his Atlanta 
debut and pianists David 
Deveau (March 19) and Philip 
Thomson (May 7) performing 
Chopin and Schumann works, 
as well as popular annual con-
certs such as “Ransom Notes,” 
(Dec. 11) “Valentine’s Day Love 
Songs” (Feb. 12) and “Emory’s 
Young Artists” (April 16).

Family Series
Family concerts in the 

Carlos Museum include 
“Dinosaurs (and other Musical 
Animals) at the Carlos!”  
(Oct. 18) and “Happy 
Birthday, Mr. Chopin and 
Mr. Schumann!” (March 21). 
Tickets are $4, and free (limit 
four) for museum Family-level 
and above members.

Tickets are available by 
phone at 404-727-5050 and 
online at www.arts.emory.edu. 
Tickets go on sale Sept. 11 
(special pre-sale for Emory 
faculty, staff, students and 
Friend’s group members, Sept. 
9–10).

Chamber season brings top talent

Edoardo Catemario

Last chance to view  
‘Wonderful Things’

“Wonderful Things: The Harry 
Burton Photographs and the Dis-
covery of the Tomb of Tutankha-
mun” will close on July 26.  
Aficionados of ancient Egypt and 
its influence on contemporary art 
and architecture will have a last 
chance to view 60 photographs 
taken by Harry Burton, chronicling 
Howard Carter’s discovery of  
Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922.

For more information, visit 
www.carlos.emory.edu.

CLOSING

Special

Season/Day Passes                             
White Water  

          Six Flags  
           Stone Mountain  
 

Movie Tickets 
Movie Tavern (new) 

Regal (Premiere & VIP ) 
AMC (Gold & Silver) 

 

  
 

Sites Around Atlanta  
High Museum 
Atlanta Zoo 

Biltmore Estate 
Georgia Aquarium 
City Pass (6 sites) 

 
 

ADVANCE 
NOTICE
Partnership means
regular screenings

A free screening for dia-
betes July 29 from 4 to 5:30 
p.m. at the Blomeyer Fitness 
Center kicks off a partnership 
between the fitness center and 
the Faculty Staff Assistance 
Program.

The partnership means a 
diabetes screening will be held 
the last Wednesday of each 
month at Blomeyer, said Eddie 
Gammill, manager of FSAP’s 
wellness programs.

Not only is the location 
convenient but “exercise is the 
best way” to fight diabetes, 
he said.

Education and referrals will 
be provided at the screenings 
for those tested who need 
them. Gammill also noted that 
treatment drugs and now glu-
cose monitors are free through 
the Tier Zero drug program 
from Medco. 

For more information, see 
http://www.hr.emory.edu/eu/
spotlight/media.html.

Exhibit kicks off
photography series

A reception is set for Thurs-
day, Aug. 27 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
at Emory’s Visual Arts Gallery 
to open the exhibit, “The Lucid 
Eye: Photographs from the 
Collection of Arnall Golden 
Gregory,” an Atlanta law firm.  

This exhibit, which runs 
through Sept. 25, inaugurates 
a year-long series of exhibitions 
at the gallery on the state of 
the photographic image as art. 
Both the reception and the 
exhibit are free and open to 
the public.

From the law firm’s collec-
tion, works by Zeke Berman, 
Margaret Bourke-White and 
Harry Callahan, among others 
will be featured. 

These 20th century mas-
terworks are featured as key 
examples of the range of pho-
tographic art as it has evolved 
over the last century.

For more information, see 
visualarts.emory.edu.

Support groups  
for caregivers form

Families in Transition offers 
free education and support for 
family, friends and/or caregiv-
ers of older adults with twice 
a month sessions beginning 
Aug. 6. 

Emory employees can find 
support and advice on a variety 
of issues and challenges, 
including mental or physical 
illness, memory loss and role 
changes.

Sessions meet the first and 
third Thursday of each month 
beginning Aug. 6, from noon 
to 1 p.m. at the Center for 
Women Conference Room 
on the third floor of Cox 
Hall; and beginning Aug. 11, 
6:30–7:30 p.m., the first and 
third Tuesday of each month at 
52 Executive Park South, Suite 
5200. 

Pat Rich, a counselor and 
geriatric care manager at the 
Wesley Woods Transitions 
Senior Programs, will facilitate 
the sessions. For more informa-
tion call 404-728-6975. 

Seminars
Wednesday, July 29

radiology Grand Rounds: 
“Conflict of Interest.” Claudia 
Atkinson, School of Medicine,  
presenting. 7:30 a.m. Emory 
Hospital Auditorium. Free. 
404-727-5673.

Special
Tuesday, July 21 

EndNote Introduction. 2 p.m.  
310 Woodruff Library. Free.  
http://guides.main.library.emory.
edu/endnote.

Farmers Market. 2–6 p.m.  
Cox Hall Bridge. julie.shaffer@
emory.edu. Every Tuesday.

Visual Arts
Now Showing

“Brent Fogt: Accrual Method.” 
Visual Arts Gallery, Visual Arts 
Building. Free. 404-712-4390. 
Through July 31.

“Slave, Soldier, Citizen: The 
Journey of William H. Schott.” 
Manuscript, Archives and Rare 
Book Library, 10th Floor, Woodruff 
Library. Free. 404-727-6887. 
Through Aug. 8.

“A Keeping of Records: The Art 
and Life of Alice Walker.” 
Schatten Gallery. Free. jdelliq@
emory.edu. Through Sept. 27.

Robert Spano Special


