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EDUCATION:

2008-Present                 Emory University.  Degree sought: Ph.D. in Psychology, Neuroscience and

                                      Animal Behavior program.
2007-2008
University of South Carolina-Columbia.  Degree sought: Ph.D. in Psychology              with a specialization in Behavioral Neuroscience, GPA: 4.0
2007    B.S.
East Tennessee State University (ETSU).  Degree: Bachelor of Sciences          (Honors-in-Discipline), Major: Psychology with a concentration in Behavioral Neuroscience, Minor: Biology, GPA: 3.75

2004
A.S.

Chattanooga State Technical Community College (CSTCC) Graduated: May      




of 2004. Degree: Associate of Sciences.

PROFESSIONAL and STUDENT ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIPS.

2005-  present


Psi Chi, Honorary Society in Psychology, ETSU

2004- present


Beta Beta Beta, National Biological Honor Society

AWARDS and RECOGNITIONS:

2008


Graduate Student Paper Award Winner, Midwestern Psychological Association
2007


Roger Bailey Faculty Award for outstanding senior in psychology

2006 


Selection for “Posters-at-the-Capitol Event,” Nashville, TN

2006 


ETSU Inaugural Undergraduate Summer Research Fellowship

2004-2007

Honors-in-Discipline Program Tuition Scholarship

2004-2007

Dean’s List, ETSU

2004


Academic Performance Scholarship  

2004 


Cum Laude Graduate at CSTCC

2003-2004

Dean’s List, CSTCC

RESEARCH POSITIONS:

6/2007 – 2008
             Position: Graduate Research Assistant




Location: Behavioral Pharmacology Laboratory at USC-Columbia




Director: Dr. Steven B. Harrod


Responsibilities: In this position, I was responsible for all facets of lab projects including conducting numerous behavioral tests (see Special Skills); contributing to stereotaxic surgery of rodents; performing microdialysis in rodents; performing numerous “wet lab” skills (see Special Skills); literature searches; conference presentations; conducting independent research projects.
8/2005 – 5/2007
Position: Research Assistant
Location: Behavioral Neuroscience Laboratory at ETSU 

Director: Dr. Russell W. Brown

Responsibilities: In this position, I was responsible for all facets of lab projects including conducting numerous behavioral tests (see Special Skills); contributing to stereotaxic surgery of rodents; performing microdialysis in rodents; performing numerous “wet lab” skills (see Special Skills); literature searches; conference presentations; conducting an independent research project. Additionally, I am responsible for training undergraduate and graduate research assistants.
1/2005 – 5/2006
Position: Research Assistant

Location: Skin Cancer Prevention Laboratory at ETSU.




Director: Dr. Joel J. Hillhouse.

Responsibilities: In this position, I was responsible for all facets of research including; IRB paperwork; data collection, entry, and limited preliminary analyses (Datstat Illume); developing and formatting questionnaires; recruiting, scheduling, and compensating study subjects; literature searches; conference presentations; report writing. Additionally, I am currently carrying out an independent honors thesis project under the supervision of Dr. Hillhouse.
10/2004 – 1/2005
Position: Research Assistant



Location: Social Psychology Laboratory at ETSU




Director: Lausanne Renfro-Fernandez




Responsibilities: conducting an independent research project; 





general theoretical and methodological contributions.

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS:

Nicotine sensitization in adult male and female rats quinpirole-primed as neonates . Marla K. Perna, Zackary A. Cope, Amanda M. Maple, Ian D. Longacre, Jennifer A. Correll, Russell W. Brown. Psychopharmacology (Berl). 2008 Jul;199(1):67-75.  
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS:

Longacre, I.D., Basilakos, A.A., Latham, A., Harrod, S.B. Lobeline decreases METH-induced hyperactivity in male and female periadolescent rats. Talk given at the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL. 
Lacy, R. T., Longacre, I.D., Ballina, L., Harrod, S.B. Periadolescent rats exhibit sex differences in METH-induced CTA with extended CS-US trace intervals. Poster at the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.

Cope, Z.A., Sheppard, B., Longacre, I.D., Perna, M.K., Thompson, K. N., Roane, D. S., Brown, R. W. (November 2007). Amphetamine sensitization in a rodent model of psychosis. Poster presentation at the Society for Neuroscience, San Diego, CA.
Longacre, I.D., Perna, M.K., Brown, R.W. (March, 2007). Nicotine sensitization in adolescent and adult rats D2 receptor primed as neonates: gender differences and neurotrophic factors. Poster presentation at the Annual Appalachian Student Research Forum. 1st Place Winner.
Hughes, A.B., Sheppard, A.B., Longacre, I.D., Brown, R.W. (March, 2007). METHYLPHENIDATE (RITALIN) EXPOSURE TO ADOLESCENT D2-PRIMED RATS ELIMINATES THE INITIAL HYPOACTIVE RESPONSE TO NICOTINE IN ADULTHOOD. Poster presentation at the Annual Appalachian Student Research Forum. 2nd Place Winner & Student Choice Award.
Longacre, I., Hillhouse, J., Shields, A.L., Visser, P., Longacre, H., Bruner, C. (November, 2006). Tanning-related behavioral pathology. Poster presentation at the 40th annual Convention for the Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, Chicago, IL.

Shields, A.L., Hillhouse, J., Longacre, H., Longacre, I. Benfield, N., & Visser, P. (November, 2006). Examining the consistency and accuracy of self-reported indoor tanning behavior. Poster presentation at the 40th annual Convention for the Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, Chicago, IL.  

Shields, A.L. Hillhouse, J., Longacre, H., Benfield, N., Longacre, I. & Bruner, C. (November, 2006). Characterizing indoor tanning behavior using a timeline followback assessment strategy. Poster presentation at the 40th annual Convention for the Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, Chicago, IL.  

Longacre, I.D., Thompson, K.N., Maple, A.M., Brown, R.W., Skelton, M.R., Vorhees, C.V., Williams, M.T. (October, 2006). Reduction in spine density and length in the dentate gyrus and nucleus accumbens in adult rats after neonatal MDMA (ecstasy) exposure. Poster presentation at the Society for Neuroscience, Atlanta, GA.

Woodruff, M.L., Maple, A.M., Longacre, I.D., Perna, M.K., Brown, R.W. (October, 2006). Nicotine exacerbates prepulse inhibition deficits in dopamine D2-receptor primed rats. Poster presentation at the Society for Neuroscience, Atlanta, GA.

Kostrzewa, R.M., Correll, J.A., Thompson, K.A., Longacre, I.D., Yin, D., Woodruff, M.L., Brown, R.W. (October, 2006). Nicotine sensitization in adolescent Beta Arrestin-2 knockout mice. Poster presentation at the Society for Neuroscience, Atlanta, GA.

Correll, J.A., Thompson K.N.,  Longacre, I.D., Woodruff M.L., Yin D., Brown, R.W. (June, 2006). Nicotine sensitization in adolescent Beta Arrestin-2 knockout mice. Poster presentation at the College on Problems of Drug Dependence, Scottsdale, AZ.

Maple, A.M., Perna, M.K., Ogawa, Y.E., Longacre, I.D., Brown, R.W. (June, 2006). 

Nicotine alleviation of deficits in prepulse inhibition in a rodent model of schizophrenia are blocked by mecamylamine. Poster presentation at the College on Problems of Drug Dependence, Scottsdale, AZ.

Maple, A.M., Longacre, I., Perna, M.K., Brown, R.W. (April, 2006). Nicotine exacerbates prepulse inhibition deficits in dopamine D2-receptor primed rats. Poster presentation at the Annual Appalachian Student Research Forum, Johnson City, TN. 1st Place winner.
Cooper, E.L., Bruner, C.L., Longacre, I., Brown, R.W. (April, 2006). Early nicotine exposure effects on conditioned place preference in D2-primed rats. Poster presentation at the Annual Appalachian Student Research Forum, Johnson City, TN.
Longacre H., Shields A.L., Hillhouse, J., Benfield, N., Longacre, I., Bruner, C., and Visser, P. (April, 2006). Situational precipitants in indoor UV tanning. Poster presentation at the Annual Appalachian Student Research Forum, Johnson City, TN.

Visser, P., Hillhouse, J., Shields, A.L., Holder, C., Longacre, I., Longacre, H., Benfield, B., and Bruner C. (March, 2006). Evaluating the relative accuracy of daily versus weekly sun exposure and protection behavior diaries. Poster presentation at the Annual Appalachian Student Research Forum, Johnson City, TN.

Benfield, N., Hillhouse, J., Turrisi, R., Stapleton J., Visser, P., Longacre, I., Longacre, H., Bruner, C., Henson, J. (March, 2006). Risky UV tanning intentions related to appearance-driven versus health-driven motivations. Poster presentation at the 52nd Annual Convention for the Southeastern Psychological Association, Atlanta, GA.

Longacre, H., Hillhouse, J., Turrisi, R., Stapleton J., Benfield, N., Longacre, I., Bruner, C., Visser, P., Henson, J. (November, 2005). Warm sensuousness in indoor UV tanning. Poster presentation at the Annual Convention for the Tennessee Psychological Association, Nashville, TN.

Benfield, N., Hillhouse, J., Turrisi, R., Stapleton J., Visser, P., Longacre, I., Longacre, H., Bruner, C., Henson, J. (November, 2005). The acceptance and participation of body modification and its impact on future UV tanning behavior. Poster presentation at the Annual Convention for the Tennessee Psychological Association, Nashville, TN.

Visser, P., Hillhouse, J., Turrisi, R., Benfield, B., Stapleton, J., Longacre, I., Longacre, H., and Bruner C. (November, 2005). The social classification of “Nerdy Behavior” and its impact on intentions to engage in harmful UV tanning. Poster presentation at the Annual Convention for the Tennessee Psychological Association, Nashville, TN.

GRANT FUNDING:

2006-


Student Collaborator 

Undergraduate Summer Research Fellowship Award, ETSU Honors College (5/06). D2 Receptor Mediation of Nicotine Sensitization in D2-primed Adolescent Rats ($2500). 

Principal Investigator: Russ Brown
2005 – 


Student Collaborator

Student-faculty Collaborative Grant, ETSU Honors College (11/05). Indoor UV Tanning Addiction in Undergraduate Students ($600). Principal Investigator: Joel Hillhouse 
SPECIAL SKILLS and TRAINING:

BEHAVIORAL TESTING


Conditioned Taste Avoidance (CTA): 


Experienced; the taste of a palatable solution (e.g., sugar water) is paired with a toxic drug (e.g., an injection of lithium that induces nausea), and rats subsequently avoid the taste (http://www.ctalearning.com). 

Conditioned Place Preference (CPP):


Experienced; behvioral procedure provides an animal model of the subjective effects of drugs (http://www.addictionscience.net/ASNcpp.htm).

PrePulse Inhibition (PPI):


Experienced; behavioral test used to assess the subject’s ability to "gate" or filter environmental information (http://www.mcg.edu/Core/Labs/sabc/PrePulseInhibition.htm)

Locomotor Sensitization Task:


Extensive experience; behavioral test designed to assess subject’s locomotor


activity level in response to a drug treatment.


Morris Water Maze Task:


Experienced; assesses spatial learning and memory
In vivo Electrophysiological Recordings in Rats


Extensive experience; individual and group cell recordings in awake and behaving rats.  
Sterotaxic Surgery in Rodents: 

Extensive experience; administration of anesthesia, implantation of electrophysiological drives, as well as of guide cannulae for microdialysis (Nowak, et al, 2001, 2002)

Microdialysis: 


Extensive experience performing procedure and constructing probes; an assay of extracellular chemistry (http://www.microdialysis.se/technique.htm).

WET LAB SKILLS


Chemistry Experience: 

Weighing and mixing drug compounds and chemicals; general lab technique. 
Drug Administration:


Extensive experience; subcutaneous injections in neonatal, adolescent, and adult rats.

Datstat Illume: 

Limited experience; A data management program that allows extremely complex, integrated, online survey design, distribution and tracking, real-time data collection and access, and secure online data collection and storage.

Sona Systems: 

Limited experience; A human-subject pool management software system designed to create web-based studies, manage participation, integrate and track compensation via monies and/or class extra credit, assimilate non-Sona based online surveys and prepare data files for statistical analysis 

Timeline Followback (TLFB): 

Trained to administer; A technique developed by Sobell and Sobell (1992) for use in alcohol research, designed to overcome inaccuracies and biases in recall using a calendar and interview method. 

Cognitive Interviewing: 

Trained to administer; assessment of thoughts and attitudes about indoor UV tanning. Contributed theoretically and methodologically to the script and performed several subsequent interviews.

COMPUTER SKILLS:

Datstat Illume: see Special Skill and Training heading “Datstat Illume”

Sona Systems: see Special Skill and Training heading “Sona Systems”

Macintosh and PC operating systems: Appleworks; Microsoft Office; SPSS; SYSTAT

WORK EXPERIENCE:
6/2008- 7/2008

Camp Instructor, Mad Science




Columbia, SC. Supervisor: Russell Unthank

Responsibilities: leading day camps designed to teach basic the concepts and principles of science to children ranging in age from 5 to 14 years.

4/2008- 6/2008

Academic Tutor, Club Z Tutoring




Columbia, SC. Supervisor: Kathy Fulmer




Responsibilities: tutoring high school students in algebra.
8/2004 – 12/2004
Student Assistant, Child Study Center, East Tennessee State University, 



Johnson City, TN. Supervisor: Beverley Wigington

Responsibilities: caring for children ranging in age from 3 months to 14 months.
REFERENCES:

Russell W. Brown, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Psychology, ETSU. Phone (423) 439-5863, email: brown1@etsu.edu 

Alan L. Shields, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Psychology, ETSU. Phone (423) 439-5361, email: shields@etsu.edu.

Wallace E. Dixon, Jr., Ph.D., Associate Professor, Chair of Psychology, and Graduate Program Director, ETSU. Phone (423) 439-6656, email: dixonw@etsu.edu.

