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Internal Funding Report 

Another important aspect of research support is the internal funding opportunities offered through different units of the university.   Internal funding is critical to a variety of research projects, but it is especially vital to those research areas that do not have access to the external funding resources.  For example, the humanities depend less on outside funding and more on library and archives for research.  However, humanity researchers may need funding for travel expenses and course releases in general and instruments and art exhibits in areas such as music and art.  Unlike the hard and social sciences and the medical research areas, humanities-based research has limited access to large government-funded grants and therefore receives less funding from these entities.  For example, in the FY 2000-2002, Emory was awarded, through various health and science-related grants and programs, a total of over $442 million from NIH; over $26 million from the CDC; and over $25 million from NSF.  On the other hand, humanities-based research received over $416 thousand from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and exactly $35 thousand from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in FY 2000-2002.  


Internal funding, therefore, is critical to those research projects that may not find a funding venue through external sources.  In order to meet these needs and other areas needs, Emory University established several internal funding resources for Emory researchers.  The University Research Committee (URC) is a standing committee of the University Senate and is responsible for awarding small research grants to university faculty.  The URC is made up of faculty throughout the University and divided into five subcommittees:  Biological and Health Sciences, Humanities, Math and Natural Sciences, and Visual and Performing Arts.  The URC funds are intended to assist researchers achieve short-term research goals that can be accomplished in one year.  The grants are peer reviewed and ranked for quality and impact and are not intended as a continuing source of funding.  

Another funding source supported by Emory University is the Quadrangle Research Fund of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.  This fund supports faculty members in their endeavors to develop novel, cross-disciplinary initiatives that enhance their research activities as well as the research activities of graduate students.  In order to mobilize Emory’s intellectual resources to assist community groups, organizations, and agencies in the Greater Atlanta area in addressing critical community needs, Emory University established the Office of University and Community Partnerships (OUCP).  This program offers mini grants to faculty for research projects that provide a direct and tangible benefit to communities in the Greater Atlanta area.  Technology is an ever-growing valuable used by faculty to enhance their teaching and research.  

To meet the ever-increasing technological needs of researchers, Emory instituted the Digital Information Resources Council Superfund, which is intended to facilitate the implementation of new initiatives and ideas, encourage experimentation, and provide support on a trial basis for access to common-good information resources that may go beyond the capacity or program support areas of any one Emory campus unit or library.  Specifically, the Superfund supports projects to study and facilitate the use of electronic information resource s and study various user interfaces; infrastructure initiatives to enhance the capacity on campus for accessing and managing electronic information resources and using digital technology; and common-good information resources and software for the broad use of the Emory Community.


Other internal funds are more specific to particular research projects or certain project aspects.  The following are examples of these specific funding programs:

The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention

The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention has awarded an Institutional Grant to Emory University to provide funds for pilot research in suicide. Emory faculty may submit proposals for pilot research projects to be funded for up to twelve months. Data from these pilot studies should form the basis for future grant applications.  An institutional review committee, comprised of several Emory faculty, has been established to review proposals. Allowable expenditures include: research supplies; technical assistance; domestic travel necessary for the research; publication costs; costs of computer time; stipends for graduate students and postdoctoral assistants.

	American Suicide Foundation Institutional Grant for Pilot Research

The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention has awarded an Institutional Grant to Emory University to provide funds for pilot research in suicide. Emory faculty may submit proposals for pilot research projects to be funded for up to twelve months. Data from these pilot studies should form the basis for future grant applications.  An institutional review committee, comprised of several Emory faculty, has been established to review proposals. Allowable expenditures include: research supplies; technical assistance; domestic travel necessary for the research; publication costs; costs of computer time; stipends for graduate students and postdoctoral assistants. Salaries for principal investigators are not allowed, nor are indirect costs.  

Emory Alzheimer's Disease Center Pilot Project Grants

A non-renewable award of up to $20,000 will be made for each project. 

These pilot projects are intended to allow investigators the opportunity to develop preliminary data sufficient to provide the basis for subsequent independent research support through conventional granting mechanisms. Applications from junior investigators are encouraged, as well as from established investigators working in a new area. Basic and clinical scientific proposals related to Alzheimer's disease in any discipline will be considered.  

Emory-Georgia Tech Biomedical Technology Research Center Collaborative Research Grant

One-year grants stimulate joint Emory/Georgia Tech research in biomedical areas. Proposals must have at least one co-principal investigator for each institution, and each investigator must be a full-time permanent faculty member with rank of assistant professor or higher.  Three categories of awards are made: (1) seed grants of up to $30,000 to stimulate new research collaborations and ideas; (2) established collaborator grants of up to $30,000 to aid an established collaboration which has made substantial progress but has not yet received external funding; and (3) Medtronic's Synergy grants which fund research collaboration in cardiovascular and neurological areas with particular interest in electrical stimulation and vascular therapies.  

Emory Hospitals CISC Performance Improvement Grants

The Emory Hospitals Clinical Integration Steering Committee (CISC) sponsors Performance Improvement Grants for physicians at Emory Hospitals.  Physicians may apply for up to $10,000 to study and improve problem areas.  Suggested areas of focus for 2000 are improving medication prescribing practices, bridging the continuum of care, and improving hospital waits and delays.  The last proposal deadline was January 15, 2000.  The goals of the program include increasing physician involvement in Emory Healthcare performance improvement initiatives; improving clinical outcomes, customer perception/satisfaction, cost/resource utilization, and/or health status of a defined patient population; and demonstrating performance improvement in inpatient or outpatient settings.  For information, call Katie Smith, Director, Operations Planning and Improvement at 404-686-3299.

Emory Instructional Computing Development Fund

The Emory Information Technology Division's Instructional Computing Development Fund provides support for web-based development projects that enhance Emory undergraduate education. ITD will provide the necessary technical resources to implement a successful proposal. Especially encouraged are proposals that go beyond static presentation and take advantage of the Web's capacity to increase interaction with information. 

Emory Medical Care Foundation (EMCF) Grants

Applications for EMCF Research Grants are accepted three times per year on November 1, March 1, and July 1. No Faculty Scholars Program awards will be made in 2002.  The EMCF makes grants up to $25,000 to support research by Emory faculty who are based at least 50% of their time at Grady Memorial Hospital. Grants will be awarded to Emory faculty during their first ten years at the Grady Health System. EMCF now has a new Faculty Scholars Program, a two-year career development award of $100,000. The award is given to two outstanding Emory University School of Medicine junior faculty working at least 50% of their professional time (teaching, patient care, administration, or research) in the Grady Health System. 

Emory University Teaching Fund Committee (UTC)

The University Teaching Fund Committee (UTC) is a standing committee of the University Senate Faculty Council. The UTC offers grants to support teaching improvement and innovation. Any full-time Emory faculty member who participates in the instruction of students may apply.  Awards are available: for individual faculty (or small 2-4 member teams of faculty); and for larger groups of faculty or formal entities within the university. 

Faculty Science Council Course Grants 

The General Science Education Committee of the Science Council offers Mini-Grants of up to $500 for science faculty who present persuasive ideas to improve teaching and learning in specific science courses. This program is part of an effort by the Committee to foster course and faculty development for enhanced science teaching in Emory College. The General Science and Science & Society Committees of the Emory College Faculty Science Council and the Hughes Science Initiative of Emory College offer a Course Development Grant program to enhance the teaching of natural and social science in Emory College. These grants provide from $3,000 to $8,000 in salary, supply and travel money for science faculty to create new science courses or substantially improve existing ones. 

Hughes Science Initiative at Emory Mini-Grant for Course & Curriculum Projects

The Hughes Science Initiative at Emory University offers Mini-Grants for Course & Curriculum Projects.  Grants up to $6,000 per team member or individual will be available depending on the scope of the project.  Emory College faculty, Woodruff Health Sciences Center faculty, and faculty of the Atlanta University Center are eligible to apply.  Cross-college and cross-institutional proposals are encouraged.  

Southeast Center of Excellence in Geriatric Medicine Grants
The Southeast Center of Excellence in Geriatric Medicine offers Training Support Grants and Pilot Research Grants in geriatric medicine. Proposals are due October 15 and April 15. Training Support Grants offer salary support up to 50% FTE or $50,000 plus benefits for senior Geriatric Medicine fellows (PGY 5 & 6) and junior faculty to support their development as academic Geriatricians. Pilot Research Grants offer up to $20,000 to senior fellows and junior faculty to enable them to conduct pilot research projects that will yield preliminary data for scientific presentations, publications, and subsequent major grant proposals. 

Winship Cancer Center Intramural Funding Program  

The Winship Cancer Institute offers Seed Grants of up to $20,000 sponsored by the American Cancer Society for cancer-related research by Emory junior faculty. Faculty who are within 8 years of their first faculty appointment, who are US citizens or nationals, and who hold no national competitive research grants are eligible. The Winship Cancer Institute also offers grants of up to $15,000 for Melanoma research. 


