
Earl Lewis 
Abbreviated Curriculum Vitae 

 
Education 
1984 Ph.D.  University of Minnesota 
 Major: History Field: African American 
 Thesis Title: “At Work and At Home:  Blacks in Norfolk, Virginia, 1910-1945” 
 
1981 M.A.  University of Minnesota Major: American History 
 
1978 B.A.  Concordia College.  Moorhead, Minnesota Major: History and Psychology 
   Magna Cum Laude 
Employment 
2004 Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs, Emory University, July 2004 – present. 
1998 Vice Provost for Academic Affairs - Graduate Studies, and Dean of the Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate 
Studies. 
1997 Interim Dean, Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, September 1997 - 

February 1998. 
1995 Professor, Department of History and Center for Afro-American and African Studies  (CAAS), University of Michigan, 

Ann Arbor, 1995 - present. 
1993 Director, Center for Afroamerican and African Studies (CAAS), University of Michigan,  Ann Arbor, July 1991 - June 

1993. 
1991 Interim Director, Center for Afroamerican Studies (CAAS), University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, July 1990 - June 1991. 
1989 Associate Professor, Department of History and CAAS, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1989 - 1995. 
1985 Assistant Professor, Afro-American Studies Department, University of California, Berkeley, 1985 - 1989. 
 
Select Publications – Books 
2001 With Heidi Ardizzone, Love on Trial:  An American Scandal in Black and White (New York: W.W. Norton, May 2001. 
2000 With Robin Kelley, ed., To Make Our World Anew (Oxford University Press. 
1997 With Robin Kelley, General Editors, Young (Oxford) History of African Americans, 11 volumes, (1994 - 1997). 
1997 With Vincent Harding and Robin Kelley, We Changed the World (Oxford University Press).  In Young Oxford History of 

African Americans. 
1996 With Joe W. Trotter, Jr., Blacks in the Industrial Age:  A Documentary History (Northeastern University Press) 1996. 
1991 In Their Own Interests:  Race, Class and Power in Twentieth Century Norfolk, Virginia (University of California Press).  

Paperback edition, Fall 1993. 
 
Select Publications -- Articles and Essays 
1997 “La Constitution Des Américains Africains Comme Minorité” translated “Constructing African Americans as Minorities,’’ 

Annales:  Histoire, Sciences Sociales, (Mai - Juin 1997):  569-92. 
With Heidi Ardizzone, “A Modern Cinderella:  Race, Sexuality and Social Class in Rhinelander Case,’’ International 

Labor and Working Class History, 51, (Spring 1997):  129-47. 
“The Need To Remember:  Three Phases in Black and Jewish Educational Relations,’’ in Jack Salzman and Cornel 

West, eds., Struggles in the Promised Land:  Toward a History of Black-Jewish Relations in the United States 
(New York:  Oxford University Press, 1997), pp. 231-56. 

1996 “To Tell a Full Story:  The Institutionalization of the CIO and Matters of Race and Class, ’’ Labor History (Spring 1996):  
171-77. 

With Jeanne Theoharis, “Teaching Race in a World of Overlapping Diasporas,” in Teaching History in Higher 
Education, Alan Booth and Paul Hyland, eds., (London:  Blackwell Publishers, 1996), pp. 39-54. 

1995 “‘To Turn As On a Pivot’:  History, Race, and African Americans in a World of Overlapping Diasporas,’’ American 
Historical Review, 100 (June 1995):  765-87. 

“Race, Equity, and Democracy:  African Americans and the Struggle for Civil Rights,’’ In Herrick Chapman and Reid 
Andrews, eds., The Social Construction of Democracy (New York:  NYU Press, 1995), pp. 193-217. 

 “Race, the State, and Social Construction, ’’ in Stanley I. Kutler, ed., Encyclopedia of The United States Experience in 
the Twentieth Century, vols. 1-4 (New York:  Charles Scribners and Sons, vol. 1, 1995), pp. 129-60. 

1994 “Identity, Race, and Multiculturalism:  Teaching History in a Would-be Unified World.”  AHA Perspectives, vo. 32, No. 
7 (October 1994): 15-20. 

1991 “Expectations, Economic Opportunities, and Life in the Industrial Age:  Black Migration to Norfolk, Virginia, 1910-
1945,” in Joe William Trotter, Jr., ed., Black Migration In Historical Perspective (Indiana University Press). 

1993 Guest editor, “African-American History,” OAH, Magazine of History, vol. 7, No. 4. 
 “Involking Concepts, Problematizing Identities:  The Life of Charles N. Hunter and the  Implications for the 

Study of Gender and Labor,” Labor History vol. 34, no. 2-3, 292-308. 

 



1989 With David Organ, “Housing, Race and Class:  The Government’s Creation of Truxton, Virginia, A Model Black War 
Workers’ Town,” in Jerry Lembcke, ed., Race, Class and Urban Change (Greenwich, CN:  JAI Press, 1989), 

  pp. 53-78. 
1987 “Afro-American Adaptive Strategies:  The Visiting Habits of Kith and Kin Among Black Norfolkians During the First 

Great Migration.”  Journal of Family History, 12, no. 4, 407-420. 
 
Awards and Grants 
2003 The Elsa Barkley Brown and Robin D.G. Kelley Collegiate Professor of History and 

African American and African Studies designate  
2002 Honorary Degree, Doctor of Humanities, Honoris Causa, Concordia College 
2001 Chicago Tribune Favorite Book, Love on Trial 
2001 Distinguished Achievement Award – University of Minnesota 
2000 Elected to membership in the American Antiquarian Society 
1999 Harold R. Johnson Diversity Service Award—University of Michigan  
1998 Principal Investigator, National Science Foundation – MGE Grant ($2.5 million) 
1996 University of Michigan Office of the Vice President for Research Grant 
 Ohio State University, Board of Visitors of the College of Humanities Member 
1995 University of Michigan Research Partnership Grant 
1993 Selected as Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (deferred) 
1992 University of Michigan Faculty Recognition Award 
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