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. Montgomery, Alabama

m. Levittown, Mew York

n. Alamagordo

o, Write the initials LRS in the state which has the lowest annual

rainlall

p. Write the intials CM in a state with a long history of coal
mining,

. Write the initials [OM in a state with a long history of iron ore
mining,

r. Write the initials LI {low immigration} in three states with
populations that were less than 1 percent foreign born in 1986
s. The course of the Columbia River
6. Choose four of the following and write a paragraph in answer Lo
each.
Why did the Greal Depression not recur aflter World War 117
Why did the Americans [ail in Vietnam?
Why did Prohibition fail?
Was the New Deal a success?
Why did Martin Luther King Jr. become a national hero?
What factors made environmentalism popular in the 1960s
and [970s?

g. Why were college students so confrontational in the 1960s?
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Anyone whe paid attention and came to class regularly should be able
to get close to 100 percent (in an ideal world, but not in this one). The
dates will cause the most protest and misery, | expect, closely followed
by the “who did the following™ section and the challenge to draw the
course of the Missouri River. The first and last sections, especially the
last, give a bit ol scope 1o the most intelligent to flex their brain muscles
a little. 1 expect most students will finish with plenty of time to spare,
whether or not they get many questions right. You, reader, may look in
the appendix for the answers to sections 2, 3, and 4. 1 prepare the stu-
dents for the exam with an e-mail, explaining in detail the form of the
exam and offering sample questions and answers.

Grading

Whe's in faver of grade inflation? Nobody., Who practices grade infla-
tion? Everybody. It's an example of Gresham's law. Bad (inflated) grades
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drive out the good. A teacher who is determined to hold the line and
give students the grades they deserve, as opposed to the grades they
want, is like a bull in a china shop. The first thing he will discover is
that he is bitterly hated by the students, who feel as though they have
been cheated of something that is rightfully theirs. The second thing
he'll discover is that he is equally bitterly hated by the students’ parents,
who feel as though they've been cheated out of something for which
they just paid $120,000. The third thing he'll discover is that his own
colleagues and the associate deans will soon be putting pressure on him
to stop it. Otherwise enrollments in the department will go down,
storms with students’ families will rage, and the quiet professorial life
will be just a memory.

Look at the students I've been teaching this term. In an ideal world 1
would give about a quarter of them Fs. Why? Because they have no apti-
tude for history, no appreciation for the connection between events, no
sense of how a historical situation changes over time, they don’t want to
do the necessary hard work, they skimp on the reading, and can't write
to save their lives. That's grounds enough for an F, surely.

Will 1 give them Fs? Mo, Most of them will get B- and a few really
hard cases will come in with Cs. The only person who's going to get an
F this term is the one to whom I sent the threatening mid-semester
e-mail. Briefly she began showing up [or class, but soon her deep, deep
propensity for not bothering reasserted itself. She missed nine classes in
a row and failed to hand in the second paper. Her | can [ail with a clear
conscience, in the knowledge that everyone else around here would fail
her too. Let her parents rage all they want: I'll just refer them to their
own dear girl for explanations and, if necessary, to my little attendance
book. All the others, one way or another, are poing to scrape through.

Where do grades come from? Out of my head, but in a rich social
context. On my reading list this term it says the grade consists of the
following;

Quizzes 10 percent
Class participation 26 percent
Midrerm 15 percent
Papers 24 percent

Final 25 percent



220 ® Chapter 17

There's a leeling of precision about that list, but it's belied by the human
realities on every side. First, 1 hardly ever actually gave quizzes, and it
would be unreasonable to make two little map tests comprise 10 percent
of the whole grade. In reality, then, those ten are going to have to be
distributed elsewhere. The idea of 26 percent for class participation as
opposed to 24 for the papers, instead of a straight 25 for each, is my
way of saying that it's important for everyone to read the materials and
join in discussion. Even so, many of them didn't really do the reading
properly, or else they just caused their eves to pass rapidly over the lines
of words on the page. [ could write a hundred thousand words on the
difficulty involved in making students really read an assignment in such
a way as to understand it fully. One day I'll make a week’s reading as-
signment just one paragraph, with the proviso that it has to be scruti-
nized in all its fullness and complexity! Until that day I'm always going
Lo have exchanges like this one:

Me: Did you read the assignment?

Student: Yes.

Me: What does the author say about the changing immigration laws?
Student; T can’t remember.

Me: Did you take notes on the important issues?

Student: Yes.

Me: Did you think the legal situation was an important issue?
Student: Yes.

Me: Do you have the notes you took on the legal changes?

Student; Yes, they're on my computer at home.

Me: Can you remember what they say?

Student: No.

Me: Can you say anything at all about American immigration law?
Student: People were allowed to come from other countries 1o America.
Me: And .. 7

Student: That's about all [ know.

How do you grade class participation on the basis of this exchange?
It is possible that the student did read the assignment hastily. It's possi-
ble that he made hasty and sketchy notes. It's equally possible that he
did neither, and he's certainly been uncommunicative. It's one of those







