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The active reemergence of religion in post-socialist countries has been accompanied 

by the fear that increased Islamic practice presents a radical threat to the state.      

Contrasting the discourse of danger associated with banned Islamic groups in the   

Kyrgyz Republic to the way that local knowledge shapes practice reveals that everyday 

life experiences frame understandings of morality, the legitimacy of authority, and the 

structures that are drawn upon to maintain local order. 

David W. Montgomery is the 2008-09 Postdoctoral Fellow in the Religion, Conflict and 

Peacebuilding Initiative at Emory.  He holds a PhD in Religion and Society from Boston 

University and has conducted long-term anthropological  field research in the Kyrgyz 

Republic, Uzbekistan and Albania.   

www.emory.edu/religions&humanspirit 

Contact Info: 

Juana Clem McGhee 

Program Coordinator 

404-727-2575 

jmcghee@emory.edu 

E M O R Y  U N I V E R S I T Y  

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

2:00pm 

Center for Ethics, Room 102 

Emory University, 1531 Dickey Drive 

Atlanta, Georgia 30322 

Sponsored by:  Religion, Conflict and Peacebuilding Initiative 
Center for Russian and East European Studies 
Center for the Study of Law and Religion 
Department of Religion 

  

 Radicalism, Morality, Islam and Authority in the Kyrgyz Republic 
 (with a comparative endnote on Albania) 
 
                                               A presentation by David W. Montgomery 


